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spivit, While proposing what we conceive
ta be far-reaching and benelicial changes
in the existing law we have endenvoured

to aveid  hringing  forward  proposals
which, while they might meet with ac-

ceplunee  from a =mall section of the
community, would be in  advance of
the general wiches of the people,

and would not. therefore, have as their
foundation the enduring saunetion of the
populie will, Xor again has the measuve
been coneeived in a party spirit, and we
have no desire (hat it shall be reeceived
ar considered from ibhe party point of
view,  We welcome suggestions from
whatever pari of the House they may
come as much from ouwr friends oppusite
as trom tliose who sit beside ws. I do
not say that everything that may be sug-
gested we arve prepared to accept. In
a subject which presents so much room
for diversity of opinion that would be (o
evolve u Bill which would be an amazing
mass of eontradietions, logical only in its
absence of logie, harmonising only in its
want of harmeny. But to every sugges-
tion we are prepared to give full and
fair eonsideration, and if the Bill is re-
ceived, as | am sanguine enough to be-
lieve it will be, by hon. members in the
spirit in which it is offered, the House
will, [ am convineed, be able to ¢ongratu-
tate itself on having passed a measure
of reform which, if not the final word,
vepresents al least a distinet advance to-
wards a sake and practicable ideal. That
al any rate will be something aeccom-
plished. something won. and we shall all
of us have our reward in having heen
instrumental in placing on rhe statote
hook a measure which will not be merely
a pions expression of opinion, but will
make for the wellbeing of Western Aus-
talia. for the prosperity of her people,
and for the strengthening of those furces
by whieli a nation is exalted. its vigour
maintained and its progress assured.
Maore we eannot expeet; less should not
content us. [ move—

That the Bill be now read u second

time.

On motion by Mr.
journed.

Bath, debate ad-

House adjourned al 9.45 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)
ACCIDENT FUND.
Case of G. A. McGowan.

Mr. AL A WILSON asked the Minister
for Mines: 1, Did the secretary (A. A.
Wilson) of the Coal Mines Accident Re-
lief Fund Committee apply by letter (o
the inspector of mines, Collie, for an in-
quiry to be held inlo the case of Geo. A,
MeGowan, in relation to his elaim for
accident reliel pay. previous to Sepiem-
ber, 19087 2. Whal was the dale of ilte
letter reeeived by the inspeclor of mines,
Cullie.

COAL MINES

The JMINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, No; 2. Answered by 1.
Mr. A, A, WILSON alsv asked the

Minisier for Mines: 1, Did the seeretary
(A. A. Wilson} of the Coal Mines Aeci-
dent Relief Fund Committee apply by
letter or by deputation to the Minister
for an inquiry to be held into the case of
Geo. A. McGowan, in relation to lis
claim for aceident relief pay, previous io
Seplember, 19087 2, What was the date
of the letter received hy the Minister?
3, What was the date the Minister re-
ceived the deputation?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1 and 2, No record of any appli-
cafion previous to September, 1908; 3,
There is a record that Mr. A. A, Wilson
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had an interview on the subject with the
Minister for Mines on December 3ra,
1908.

QUESTION—MINES REGULATION,
ORE PASSES.

Mr. SCADDAN asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Ou what date was the rvegula-
tion under the Mines Regulation Aet,
1906, dealing with the elearing of ore
passes, published in the Government Gaz-
ette? 2, Is he aware that Section 63 of
the Aet provides that all regulations shall
he laid before both Houses of Parliament
within fourteen days of such publication
if Parliament is in session, or if Parlia-
ment is not in session, then within four-
teen days after the commmencement of the
next session? 3, Has this provision been
complied with? 4, If not, why unot?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, On the 7th February, 1908; 2,
Yes: 3, Yes; 4, Answered by 3.

‘QUESTION—SCHOOL TEACHERS'
INCREMENTS.

Mr. JACOBY asked the Minister for
Eduecation : 1, Have the Government
given further consideration to the ques-
tion of reinstating the annual increments
to school teachers? 2, If so, will the
Minister inform the House of the decision
.arrived at?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: 1, The matter is now under con-
sideration; 2, When the matter has been
.decided the House will be informed of
the deecision arrived at.

QUESTIONS (2)—MINING AND
FOREIGN LABOUR.
North Star Mine.

My, HEITMANN (for Mr. Gourley)
-agked the Minister for Mines: Does the
Minister intend to instruct the inspeetor
of mines for the distriet to obtain a re-
port showing the number of British and
foreizn workmen working on the North
Star Mine, Malcohn, as on the 31st day of
July, 19092
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The MINISTER FQOR MINES ve-
plied: A report has been oblained, whieh
is available for the honourable member
if he so desires.

Sons of Guwalivc Mine.

Mr. HEITMANN (for Mr, Gourley)
also  asked the Minister for Mines:
Does the Minister intend to obtain a re-
port showing the nunber of British and
foreign workmen working on the Sons of
Gwalia Mine ns on the 31st day of Jnly,
19007

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: There 15 no power vested in the
Minister or inspector of mines Lo de-
mand this information, nor is there any
ohligation cast upon the manager under
the Mines Regulation Act to supply such
information, execept in case of foreighers
being employed whe are not conversant
with the Tinglish langunage (Section 42),
but if sueh be desived hy the House, the
Minister would be prepared to request
the manager of the mine in question to
supply the information desired.

QUESTION—STATE HOTEL, IM-
PROVEMENTS,

My, FIEITMANN (for Mr. Gourley)
asked the Minister for Mines: 1, What
improvements does the Minister intend to
make this year at the State hotel at
Gwalia? 2, What is the estimated cost
of sueh improvements? 3, Will the im-
provements provide for a library and
reading room?

The MINISTER FOR DMINES re-
plied: 1, Septic fank, and necessary al-
terations in the sanitary conveniences;
alterations in fencing, tree-planting, ete.;
2, £508; 3, No.

QUESTION — RAILWAY PROJECT,
LEONORA-LAWLERS.

Mr. HEITMANN (for Mr. Gourley}
asked the Premier: Does the Premier in-
tend to carry out the promise made by
him at the etose of last session that a more
permanent survey of the Leonora to Law.
lers railway would he made this year?
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The PREMIER replied: When the
permanent survey of the several railways
meluded in the last Loan Appropriation
Aet are completed, any additional data
resquired will be obtained.

QUESTION — MIDLAND JUNCTION

WORKSHOPS, LABOURERS
EAPLOYED.
My, SWAN asked the Minister for

Railways: What is the number of junior
and of adult labourers emploved in the
Midland Junetion workshops?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied:  Junior Jabonrers, 34: adulr
lahourers, 123,

QUESTION — PUBLIC WORKS DE-

PARTMENT.
LParticulars us to Works.
My, SWAN asked the Miuvister for
Works: 1, From what source and by

what method is the Punblie Works Depart-
ment obiaining hroken metal for concrete
purposes in eonneetion with the ¢onstrue-
tion of the Fremantle dock? 2, Is it a
fact that the Public Works Department
was the first employer to reduce the
wages paid to men engaged laying and
Joiuting pipes on the sewerage reticula-
tion works of Perth? 3, ls it a faet that
at present the Public Works Department
is paying 10s. per day to Monier pipe
layers in Fremanile, whilst private em-
ployers ure paying 12s. per day?

Fhe MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, No broken metal is being ob-
tained in eonnection with the coostruc-
tion of the Fremantle dock; 2, No sewer-
age reticulation work has been carried
ont by the Public Works Department.
The upper end of (he Mt. Eliza main
sewer, however, has been laid with stone-
ware pipes, wages for layvers and jointers
on this work having bheen 10s. a day: 3,
The layers of Monier pipes have always
received 12s. a day, the jointers 10s. to
1s. At Fremantle the laying is bheing
done by the foreman who receives more
than 12s. per day.

21t

CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES,
TEMPORARY.

Mr. SPEAKER nominated Mr. Foulkes
(Claremont) and My Taylor (Mt. Mar-
garet) as temporary Chairmen of Com-
mittees,

LEAVE OF ABSEXNCE.

On motion by Mr. Gordon, leave of ab-
sence for one fortnight graoted to Hon.
F. H. Piesse (Katanning) on the ground
of ill-health.

Un nmiotion by Me Baih, leave of ah-
sence for one fortnight granted to Mr.
Troy (Mt. Magnet) on- the ground of
nrgent privale business.

BILL—TRADE DISPUTES.
First Reading.

Introduced by Mr. Heitmann, and read
a first time.

PAPERS — MR. F. M. BEHAN’S
CASE.

On motion by Mr. Daglish ordered:
That all papers containing the evidence
taken, and the report made by the Publie
Service Commissioner upon the case of
Mr. F. M. Behan, formerly trade instrue-
tor at the Fremantle prison, be laid on
the Table.

MOTION —FRIENDLY SOCIETIES
ACT AND ADMINISTRATION,
TO INQUIRE.

Mr. DAGLISH -(Subiaco) moved—

That a select committee be appointed
to inguire into the provisions of the
Friendly Societies Adct and ils adminis-
tratior with o view lo ascerlaining lo
what extent the Act may be liberalised
or the administration improved in the
interes! of such societies.

He said: It is not necessary, I think, in
bringing this matter under the considera-
tion of hon. members that I should point
to the good work the various friendly
societies are doing. There has been for
a considerable time past a ecomplaint that
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the allministrarion of the Friendly Socie-
lies Act, if not the Act itself, does not
alford facilities for exlending and liberal-
wsing the benefits granted by a large num-
ber of these friendly societies. I do not
desire Lhis inquiry because of any specific
complaint that bas been made against the
department or the administration, but I
desire it rather in the nature of an in-
vesligation to find to what extent the work
of the societies ean be helped. And I
think an inquiry will be particularly use-
ful at the present stage, when a new
regisirar is undertaking the duties of
eontrolling the work., It will provide
vseful information for his guidance, and
will, perhaps, enable us to improve the
existing Aet, so as Lo help the friendly
sociciies in the useful work they are doing
from a publiec point of view, I do not
desire to make any claborale remarks in
advocacy of this motion. 10 which [
think there ean be no reasonahle objec-
tion offered by any lhon. member.

Mr. ANGWIN (East Fremantle): T
bave much pleasure in seconding the mo-
tion. No doubt by the appointment of
a select comuittee a great number of the
grievances of the various branches of the

friendly societies would be removed
through the recommendations made by

the committee. Il is realised that the
friendly societies of Western Australia
have been going ahead enormaonsly; their
funds have been inereasing to a large de-
gree; in fact they amount to hundreds
of thousands of pounds; and when we
realise the assistance the societies render
to their members it is necessary that some
assistance shounld be given to them.

The Premier: In what dirveetion?

Mr. ANGWIN: This motion is for the
appointment of a seleet committee to
make suggestions.

The Minister for Works: What are
the grievances to which you refer?

Mr. ANGWIN: There are several that
cuuld be brought before the commititee.
There is the grievance some of them have
i regard to their ianagement fund.
Where it is vecessary that the sieck and
fuveral fund should he loaned out at in-
terest, or iu any other manner, so as to
increase the fund, all the expense of
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doing this has to be borne by the manage-
ment fund. In many instances it is
necessary to levy a special fund for the
purpose of carrying on the management
of the soceiety, though the sick and fun-
eral fund is inereasing enormously every
yvear. In fact it 15 almost new a matter
of impossibility., unless anything serions
should happen, whereby the societies
wonld be called upon, not only in West-
ern Australia but in any part of the
world, to use the large amount put by
for the time of sickness. [ certainly
think wembers should agree to the motion
for an investigation by a seleet com-
mitiee in regard to (he working of the
Friendly Societies Act.

The PREMIER {Hon. N. J. Moove):
T do not think there is any great objec-
lion to the maotion, but T would like i
point oui thai a new registvar has just
beer appointed. This gentleman cowes
with exeellent yualifieations, and it is
questionable  whether it would uot be
wiser at present to allow Lim Lo get a
full grip of the duties conneeted with his
position before a select commitiee is ap-
pointed,

Mr. Angwin: He should have known
all about this matter before he was ap-
pointed.

The PREMIER : The task of making a
valuation will take him at leasl twelve
months, and (his ecommittee will be ap-
poinied while hLe is undertaking that
work, I admit Lhere have been com-
plaints against the late regisirar in re-
gavd to certain of his rulings; but 1f in-
quiry is made into them it will be found
that as a rule the registrar has given his
rulings with the view to safeguarding
the interests of the members of the socie-
ties generally. Very often higher cou-
tributions to the benefit fund are re-
quired than the actnal funds will allow,
aid complaints have bheen made, I be-
lieve, to the late registrar in that re-
gard; but 1 am a member of a friendly
society and I have not bheard any great
complaints in regard to the adwinistra-
tion of the Act by the late registrar.
However, I understand that the gentle-
man who has just been appointed is Lo
make an actuarial valuation of all the
societies, which means that he will be
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taking slocks and investigating accounts
and the working of the societies, and if
he is given an oppoctunity of applying
his experience to the soveieties om  the
completion of this investigation, 1 think
it would ihen be more opportune to have
a select committee than now. But, as 1
have said, I have not had an opportunity
of going into the question thoroughly,
and I thought we wonld have heard far-
ther evidence of the need fEor the ap-
pointment of a select commitiee before
1 had¢ the opportunity of speaking .m
this motion. It is anticipated that the
valuation will take more than a year to
complete, and, as T have said, it is ques-
tionable whether it would he wise to at
all harass the new registrar by suggest-
ing any alleration of the Aet until e
hes had an opportunity of completing his
investization. This gentleman has had
a large experience indeed in one of the
nmost extensive friendly societies in the
world, the membership of whieh is ap-
proximately 200,000. However, I have
no feeling in the matter other than that
T would like to ask the House to consider
the point as to whether it would not be
wiser to allow this gentleman to get fair-
1y settled down to his work before an
nvestigation hy a select eommitiee is
commengeed.

Mr. JOHNSON *(Guildford): T am of
opinion that the appointment of a seleet
committee would not harass the newly-
appointed officer, but on the other hand
would assist him. The eommittee would
get evidenee in connection with the com-
plainis that the friendly societies have
bheen confinually voicing against the ad-
ministration of the Act. I helieve it
was about 12 months ago that one of the
largest friendly societies in Western
Australia had & conference, the outcome
of which was that they appoinied a com-
mittee fo interview the Colonial Secre-
tary, and bring under his notiee the
necessity for the Act being amended, or
for the registrar taking a more liberal
view in his adminisiration.

The Premier: Is not the trouble that
they always try to encroach on the
funeral fund?

Mr. JOHNSON: The trouble is that
the sick and funeral funds are increas-
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ing out of proportion to the requirements
of the members of the societies if we
view it from the position of the societies
gsome tive or six years ago, bui on the
viher hand, while the one fund is -
creasing out of all proportion the socie-
ties {ind that owing to the increased
membership it is difficult 1o carry on the
management  with  their management
funds, the e¢onsequence beiny that the
management funds are always in a semi-
state of bankruptey, while the sick and
funeral fund is always in afuent cir-
cumstances.

Member: They have money to lend in
plenty on the one fund, while on the
other they have not sulfieient fo carry on
their work.

Mr. JOHNSON: They brought this
under the notice of the Colonial Secre-
tary 12 months ago, and ihe Colenial
Secrefavy’s reply was that an actuarial
valuation was being made by the then
Repistrar of Friendly Societies with a
view to seeing whether an alteration
could be made, but nothing further has
been done, and vow we are told that
another valuation is to be made. I
think it is about time we reached finality,
and while I am not prepared to say that
the new registrar will not be able to do
the work, I think he ean be assisted by

the appointment of a committee. TFor
years past {he friendly soceieties have
brought this prowinently before mem-

hers of Parliament. I has been a griev-
ance for some years with them, and they
have been constantly endeavouring to
get a more liberal adminisiration of the
measure: so I think it is time we toak
some action, and the action proposed by
the member for Subiaco will not harass
the new officer, but on the ofher hand
will assist him. Consequently T hope the
House will approve of the investigation.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara): I have
not been impressed with the utility of
select committees. My experience is that
there is a considerable waste of energy
and time in connection with select com-
mitlees, and that little good has ever
come from the time oeccupied. A num-
her of members of Parliament eall wit-
nesses, put the witnesses on oath, and
then the witnesses give their opinions,
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An opinion given on oath often appears
to me tv be something very like perjury.
1 think we ean do with eonsiderably
fewer seleet committees than we have
had in the past. In regard to this ques-
tion of friendly societies, T have had
some experience of them, and my experi-
ence is that they are able to look after
themselves. If there is anything wroag
with the Aet nnder whieh thay are work-
ing, T believe they are quite competent
to frame amendments and have them
brought forward hy members of the
ITouse. [ believe the majority of mem-
bers of the House are members of friend-
lv societies, and if the friendly societies
have had conferences and lodge meetings,
and have considered the matter, and if
they cannot fix up the thing for them-
selves, I am satisfied a select committee
will not fix it up for them. I intend to
oppose the motion.

Mr., BOLTON {North Fremantle): I
intend to sapporr the motion. The member
for Pilbara has evidenty not had mueh
experience of seleet commiltees. A select
committee’s vecommendation is not lim-
ited to one man’s opinion, nor to the opin-
ions of witnesses. This seleci commiilees
will get documentary evidence to prove
that an alteration is needed. And thai is
what has been the fault. Tt has heen im-
possible for the friendly societies to con-
vinge the registrar that an amendment
was neeessary; and if tlis seleet com-
mittee ean collect suflicient evidence, as [
believe il will, the new registrar, while
natnrally he may not aet up to the recom-
mendations, will, at least, attach weight to
them, There are provisions iu the Aet
that need alteration. which the late regis-
trar wounld naot allow any alteration to,
The sick and funeral fund nay be loaned
ont at interest, but the enst of lending it
is debited against the management fund,
and although the interest earned woes in-
to the fund from whieh the prineipal is
taken. the eost of raising or fixing up the
loan eanint he taken from the interest so
earned. hut must be taken from the man-
sgement Lund. 8o it hardly pays some
friendly socicties to loan out their moneys.
It las Deen eonelnsively proved by
friendly societies that there is not a sulffi-
cient proporiien allowed Ffor the inanage-
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ment fund, The more expense to which
the management fund is put the less tle-
societies Lave for managemenl. Some b
the friendly soeieties, the Druids for in-
slance, have aliered their mode of con-
tribution, doing away with the eoniribu-
tion tu the death and benefit fund and sax-
ing at least 3d. per week. They found ii
necessary to do that. In this State what-
ever the contribution is, it is allacnied by
the regisirar as so mueh for the manage-
ment fund and so much for the sick and
funeral fund, bul not sufficient 1s allowed
for the management fund, whiel is proved
by the fact that the death and benelit
funds of societies are inereasing yearly.
Wheun the socielies lend their money oni
at interest, the interest earned is added
ta the death and funeral fund, so that this.
fund is all the time reaching bigger di-
mensions. but the societies are not allewed
to touch it for any purpose, except lend-
ing it ont at interest, other than for siek
and funeral purposes. I believe it is ne-
cessary to safeguard the sick and funeral
tund, but 1 think that if the seleet com-
miftee is appointed it will collect sufli-
cient evidence to show that an alteration
is required when the sick and funeral
fund has reached the height it has reach-
ed, so as to allow more for management
expenses. An alteration may, perhaps, be
accepiable to the new registrar, but it has.
certainly not been acceptable to the one
who has oeenpied ihe position.

The Premier: The management fund is
simply to carry on expenses and pay the
doetors.

Mr. BOLTON: There is aetually no-
thing for the management fund. It is
merely a fund in mame* Tt is always in
deht.

Mr. BATTI (Brown Hill) : T do not in-
tend to offer any opposition to the ap-
pointment of the seleel eommittee, but it
seems to we that some members are under
a misapprehension in vegard to inereases
in the benefit funds—(he sick and deail
funds. It is true that in the case of some
friendly societies the fund seans to in-
crexse at an abnormal rale; bul it must
he remembered that the membership iu-
creases and. therefore. the lahility in-
creases also. while the longer the friendly
society is in existence the greater will be
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the ultimaie liability. \While the members
are voung and vigorous there will be per-
haps but a small proportion of demands
on the death fund. There is no great de-
mand on the benefit tund at the com-
wencement of a society. but il muat be
borne in mind that just as in the cuse of
an insuranee ecompany, as lime goes on
there is an ever-incieasing proporiion of
wembers making inroads on the fund. It
i= not the immediate present the societies
have fo make provision for but for the
future, when there will be an accelerafed
inerease in the demands from the fund
owing o members dying. Tn these cir-
cumstances we have to be eareful, when
desiring to make what might perhaps ap-
pear a laudable effort to relieve the
friendly societies at the present time, to
do nothing that will seriously jeopardise
the solvency of the institufions at a later
date.

© Mr. Angwin: You do nef pun that risk
by appointing a eommittee,

Mr. BATH: 1 am not opposing the
committee, bul am pointing out to mem-
bers the danger we may run of injuring
the societies under the plea of giving them
a benefit. Ii is essential that we sheuld
bave an officer in the position of Regis-
trar of Friendly Societies who not only
has the professional skill but is also a
man whom we can irust. Having secured
such a man we have tv place a good deal
of reliance in his reports and upon his
actions whieh, in his view. are neeessary
to preserve fhe solvency of the friendly
socielies. This is a very serious matter,
for it must be remembered that there is
a very large proportion of members of
friendly societies to whom the weekly con-
tributions represent a very considerable
amounl, a considerable proportion of
their earnings, and to whom any injury
or any danger thal at a later date the
fund will bhe insulficient is a matter of
very grave concern. 1 hope the committee,
if appointed, will not be induced to do
something fhat may appear necessary
now, but which later on may jeopardise
the position of the friendly societies in
the State.

Mr. MeDOWALL (Coolgardie): T de-
sire to support the motior largely on the
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grounds the last speaker has mentioned.
There is no desire in this investigation
to impair the solveney of the friendly
soecieties. 1t is quite the reverse, for the
desire is to gef an inquiry into the finan-
«es of the different friendly societies, and
see that their solvency is assured. It is,
to a large extent, an actuarial inquiry.
We know perfectly well that a large
number of friendly socicties in this
State are working on an improper basis.
We know that some societies invite
people to become members without the
payment of an entrance fee, and that the
Friendly Societies Act is heing flonted in
everv possible way. In consequence,
some inquiry is necessary. The commit-
tee, I take it, will look into everything
in ¢unnection with the administration of
friendly societies. The registrar or actu-
ary, who has just been appointed, will
certainly inquire into actuarial matters.
I for one am thoconghly imbued with
the spirit of the remarks of the member
for Brown Hill {(Mr. Bath), when he
pointed out how necessary it is that we
should provide for the payment of
moneys which would eventually become
due. T am also well aware that it is a
popalar notion that because the siek and
funeral! fund seems large, it ¢can be used
for management purposes. That is a
mistake, for, as in life assurance, a cer-
tain reserve, ecalenlated by aectuarial
science, must be set aside. That is done
in properly managed secieties. As the
interests of the people are so bound up
in these friendly societies, as so many
of us are members of them, it hehoves
us to do everything we can to see that
the funds are properly administered. A
select committee is necessary and advis-
able. and the House should support the
motion.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mi. Margaret): T have
no desire to oppose the motion, but T
would like to hear something more said
in favour of the appoiniment of a com-
mittee of this House tn inquire into the
position of the friendly societies. T take
it that the friendly societies which have
been so long in existence—some of fhem
are among the oldest institutions in Aus-
tralia—are quite ecapable of placing
their views before the Government re-
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garding the Aet under which they are
constituted. The value of this argument
is accentuated by the faet that, as has
been shown by members who have al-
veady spoken, there are many members
of this House who belong to friendly
soeieties.  If the friendly societies had
made an application to the Government
to alter or amend the Friendly Socisties
Act, because there was something in it
which prevented them from earrying on
their societies financially and in the best
interests of the members, and the Gov-
ernment had refused to amend an Axt
which was militating against the best in-
terests of the soecieties, then the House
would be justified in bringing pressure
to bear on the Government to alter the
Act.  Every endeavour should be made
to ensure that the friendly societies
should become prosperous, and thus be
able to give the best facilities to their
members. I have not vet heard that the
friendly societies are desirous of having
the Act amended. So far as the state-
ment of the member for Coolgardie (M:.
MeDowall) is eoncerned, to the effeet
that the committee will inquire into the
solvency of the large friendly socieiies,
I am not aware that these societies would
be pleased if a eommittee of this Fouse,
or any other committee, inguired into
their solvency or otherwise. I am not a
member of any friendly society, and am
absolutely free in that partienlar; but T
have been a member of other organisa-
tions which were operating under Acts
of Parliament, and were formed to pron-
mote the hest interesis of their members
in a similar mamer to friendly societies,
and when they found they could not
operate they bronght the maiter before
Parliament and (ried to get things ve-
medied. The friendly societies should
have made some appeal themselves
rather than that the matter should have
been introduced by a member of the
Honse. Perhaps it would be unfair fo
say that the hon. member who intro-
duced the motion is a member of a
friendly soeiety whieh is not working
smoothly and that the present motion is
the resuli. To my knowledge no friend-
Iy society has made overtores to this
House to alter the Aet. and T hope the
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House will not appoint a eommittee ‘o
probe inte the finances or to inguive as
o the solveney of the institutions con-
cerned, from which we have had up te
date no complaint. * Therve is nothing in
the reports of the Registrar of Friendiy
Bocieties to show that the societies are
not earrying on in aceordance with the-
Act.

Mr. Angwin: Yon are not mixed ap-
with them.

Mr. TAYLOR : Perhaps if T were there
would be no grievance. I ean under-
stand that trouble might arise where the
member for East Fremantle is: bul per-
haps I shall join a soeiety and thus put
a stop to grievances, and so relieve the
members of the proposed select cowmit-
tee from a very arduous task and the-
State from some slight expenditure.

My. Bath: Tf you join they will make
you pay very high fees now.

Mr. TAYLOR: Tf that 15 a faci we-
should have two seleet eommittees. I din
not see any necessity for the committee,
and nnless further arguments are ad-
vanced in support of the proposition I
will oppose it.

Mr. SWAN (North Perth): Not in the-
hope of providing the arguments required
by the member for Mt. Margaret, but be-
cause I believe there is a necessity for
something in this direction to be done, 1
will support the motion for the appoint-
ment of a seleet ecommittee.

Mr. Taylor: What do you hase your
helief on?

Mr. SWAN: I will tell yon. In the
first place I am in the same position as
the hon. member to this extent, that I do-
not belong to a friendly society. Not-
withstanding that, however, representa-
tions have been made to me by officers of’
friendly societies that there is an absolute
need for some amendment of the Act. In
that respect T differ from the Premier,
who says he has heard no eomplaints, I
have heard of a number. ]

The Premier: It is only a question of
the resistrar protecting the societies
against themselves.

Mr. Bolton: Trouble was caused by
the obstinacy of the ex-registrar, who had
not all the evidence before him,
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Mr. SWANXN: 1 have heard quite suffi-
cient to ennvince me that these people are
suffering under a difficulty, and that we
shunld try and assist them out of it. I
an understand, to some extent, the re-
ference of the member for Pilbara to the
lack of suecess achieved by select com-
wiltees in the past. [ have noticed the
way in which reports of seleet committees
have heen dealt wiil by this House, and
it is a great pity that sufficient atten-
tion is not paid to the vesult of their de-
liberations. The work of select connmit-
tees would be most valuable if they went
tn their work seriously, and with a desire
to assist in securing hetter administration
or legislation, and if their reports were
carefully and considevately dealt with hy
the ITouse afterwards. I hope this eom-
mittee, or any appointed in the future,
will receive better ennsideration at the
hands of members when they produee
their report than has bheen the ecase with
reports received in the past. T intend to
support the motion, and will in the future
try and see that the veporis of all select
committees are earefully considered.

Mr. DAGLISH (in reply): I do not
intend to take up any time in replying
to arguments which have not yet been ad-
duced. An argument does not need very
serious aitention when it has not heen
brought forward, nor does the complaint
made by the hon. member for Mount Mar-
garet, that good reasons lave nof been
given for this motion. One reason has
been supplied by the objection to the
motfion, that is, that hon. members have
very little knowledge in regard to e
work, the expenses, and the methods of
the working of friendly societies. The
motion has been brought forward by me
in consequence of a promise which I gave
to a gathering of the United Friendly So-
cieties held in my distriet about five
months ago, and it was, therefore, made
practically at the request of the repre-
senlatives of all {hose societies. T think
there were two societies not represented,
and there were altogether eight different
orders represented at the gathering where
the promise was made. Hon, members
will therefore understand that a request
has been made not hy one society or two,

but by praciieally all the societies that
Parliament shall give some counsideration,
first of all tu the adminisiration of the
existing Aet and then {o the question
whether it can be improved.

The Minister for Works: Why
they not approach the Government?

Mr. DAGLISH: 1 do not know what
approaches have or have not been made,
bat I de know that it is a most unusual
thing for an hon. member of ihis Flouse
to complain beeause Parliament is asked
to redress any grievance that may exisi,
and it is strange thal the member for
Mount Margavet desires that the Govern-
ment shall be approached throngh some
other channel than through a member of
this House.  Surely if any section of
the commumity have n grievance the pro-
per method to adopt to get the grievance
retuoved is to approzch Parliament itself.

Mr. Taylor: If you want to alter an
Aet, vou bring forward a motion.

Mr. DAGLISH: [ want to supply the
hon. member with information in regard
to the working of friendly societies and
the need for amendment, and | contend
this very debate has indicated that hon.
members da require more information.
[ did not give a lony dissertation
when moving the motion, hecause [
nlways like to attain  my purpose
with the waste of the least possible
amoeunt of time, and 1 thought thal
the motion would commend itself, more
particularly to ihose members who know
least about friendly societies. It seems,
however, to have had no effeet. There
has heen one point raised. and thaf is the
guestion of expense. I desire to say that
a commiltee like this will sit enly in Par-
liament House, will require to hear no
witnesses except those who can be found
within a stone’s throw of tlhis building;
it will not require to pay witness ex-
penses because the members of the differ-
ent friendly societies will be glad to come
forward and supply information. The
whole cost of the investigation, therefore,
will consist of the cost of printing and
placing before hon. members whatever
information may be obfained.  Surely,
therefore, the raising of that question is
utterly unwarranted on an oceasion when

did
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an inquiry of this deseription is brought

forward. I say that even if no inguiry
had been asked for, the importance of
friendly societies te this State, especially
to the poorer members of the community,
is so great and the work they are doing
is so valuable, that if Parliament conld
have devised means of extending that
work and inereasing ils usefulness, it
would have been our duty to do so. For
that reason alone I would have been am-
ply justified in introdueing the motion for
the eonsideration of hon. members.

Question put and passed.

Ballot taken, and the following ap-
pointed a seleet committee, namely:—
Messrs, Bolton, Foulkes, Jacoby, MceDow-
all, and the mover (Mr. Daglish) with
power to eall for persons and papers,
to sit on days over which the House
stands adjonrned, and fo veport this day
fonr weeks,

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Premier : The Public Service
List, 1909,
By the Attorney General: Land Titles
Department—Annual Report, 1908-1909,

MOTTON—IMMIGRATION SYSTEM.
To inquire as to effect.

Mr. DAGLISH (Subiaco) moved:
That a Select Commitiee be appoint-
ed to investigate tlre effect of the pre-
sent immigration system upon land sel-
tlement aqnd wupon the condition of

workers in the towns of the State.
He said: In submitting this motion I de-
sire to express the opinion that very fre-
quently members of this House take a lot
too much for granted, and show too little
regard for personal investigation in re-
spect to various matters affecting the gov-
ernment and the welfare of the State. I
believe it would be advantageous to the
community if Parliament itself took a
larger share than it does take in the con-
trol of the State. Too often, 1 think, mat-
ters are neglected beeause of the conflict
beiween opposing parties; and Ministers
themselves have not that amount of time,
and sometimes have not the necessary
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apportunily, to enable them lo inquire in-
to and guin personal knowledge of the
details of the administration of the indi-
vidual deparimenis. This is, I think, par-
licularly the ease in respeet to work of a
voutine character, such as the work done
in connection with the introduction into
the State of nominated immigrants, The
hringing of wominated immigrants to the
State has been going on for a large num-
ber of years, and there are very few Min-
isters who have had a ehanee to make full
ingquiry into the effect of the system. Dur-
ing the last few months, when there has
heen a large amouni of depression in the
metropolitan area, and a deadness and
dullness, partienlarly about the building
trade, this matter pechaps has received
more attention from the aclual workers in
Perth, Fremantle, and the snburbs than
it has at any previous time. This of course
is because of the fact that in an over-
stocked labour market any new competi-
tion must speedily make iteelf felt. o
my persenal knowledge very many com-
plaints bave been made hv town workers
in various oceupations, and more especi- -
ally those engaged in the different
branches of the building trade, of the
competition to which they have been sub-
Jjected, and the employment they have lost
becanse of the introduetion of immigrants
from outside the State, in some cases di-
rectly by means of the Government policy
of providing portion of the expense, or
the whole of the expense of nominated
passages. I know that in my own locality
there are working at the present time in
trades that are very dull, men who have
been hrought from England to this State
at the expense of the State. Necessarily
these wen when obtaining emplovment
have done so by forcing out of employ-
ment the very tax-payers whose money
has helped to provide for ‘their pas-
sages. Complaint has heen made re-
peatedly to me by those all along
resident in this Stile, that in some of our
(tovernmeni departments newly intro-
duced immigrants have obtained prefer-
ence of ewmployment. This bas been re-
peatedly alleged in rezard to the Govern-
ment workshops, and more lately in re-
gard also to the employment of attend-
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ants at the Asylum for the Insane at
Clarvemont, where I believe there are to Le
found employees who have been brought
to this State, partially, at all events, at
the expense of the community. Now 1 am
wholly in favour of, and sineerely anx-
ions to assist in wging on, the introdue-
tion of those who will suitably people our
vast State. I recognise that the prosperity
of Western Aunstralia depends upon the
establishment, as quickly as possible, of
a large population in the State. Iiut
that population, I think we all re-
cognise, should not be a populalion that
will diift into our various large towns.
. Western Austrulia has nothing to gain
bv. and no apportunities to offer to, those
who come merely ta strugele for casual
employment with the workers already in
our towns, The lot of those earning their
living in the various centres of popula-
tion is already sufficiently hard, and must
be rendered much harder by the introdue-
tion of new cempeatitors. Bul apart from
that, especially in s couniry where there
are no manufaciories, those whao live in
our towns must be to a large extent liv-
ing on the effurts of those in the country;
must be living by positions in the Govern-
ment serviee or as agents of exchange.
The country eannot gain by introducing
those who will have to follow one
or other of these lines of livelihood.
Even now the labour market is over-
stocked, and any increase means the
forcing out of those people already
in employment ; and that too, by
the use of funds provided hy the latter
when paying their taxes. Nn section of
the eommunity "asks for that. No section
asks that we should import at the State's
expense domestie servants for a favoured
few. At the present time, T believe, there
are to he found in some of the houses in
the neighhourhood of Perih, imported
domestie servants who are simply throw-
ing out of emplevment the loeal gicls.

The Premier: Throwing out of em-
plovment—is the local girl preparved 1o
do hoonsehold work?

Mr. Johnson : Perhaps not at the salary
the immigrants gef.

Mr. DAGLISH: I know it is very
often said that colonial girls are not wil-
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ling to undertake household work; but at
the same time there is a very important
qualification that should be added to that
statement, namely, not at the price some
employers see fit to pay for the work
t is all & question of wages, and
a question of conditions of employment,
and [ myself should be very sorry to¢ sce
many of our girls willing to work at an
unduly low wage, or under unfair condi-
iions. At all events, if it be impuossible
for eavtain people in this eommuniiy to
find the domestic servanls thev want in
the State, then certainly ihey should be
at the expense of hnperting that service
when its importation is vecessary. As a
taxpayer 1 am prepared to ubjeet very
strongly to contribuling my quota in any
shupe or form to the eost of bringing
out domestic servanis for anvone else in
the community, and 1 venture to say that
the average taxpaver holds the same
apinion.  As a laxpayer T am willing
to assist In providing funds to enable us
to get people willing to selile on our
lands. And I recognise that the Gov-
ernment are deing greai service to the
community in getting these lands seitled
by competent persvus—competent both in
regard to knowledge and ability, and eom-
petent at the same time in regard to capi-
tal—by getting these lands =seliled by
persons from oulside the Slale or from
inside the State, because with every set-
tler the State is getting a new assei, not
only as a taxpayer but a new assef in the
shape of a new wealth producer. There-
fore, the more of that class of inmigra-
tion the Government ean gel ihe belier,
T eontend, it is for the State. Huwever,
duringr recent months it has eome to my
knowledge that wany immigrants have
been introduced who have simply, when
here, elbowed long-established residents
and old laxpayers «mt of the oecupations
Lhey have followed.

Mr. Angwin: Are you referring lo as-
sisted immigrants?

Mr. DAGLISH: Yes, I am referring
to those immigrants of whom the hon.
member spoke so zlowingly, and I am, to
some extent, censuring the selection by
the Agent General and his olflicers in
England that the hon. nember praised.
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Mr. Angwin: | praised the system
they had in vogue,

Mr. O°Loghlen: Did you support the
amendment moved last session to reduce
the innmigration vote?

Mr. DAGLISEH: I did not; and so
long as that vote is spent in introdueing
a proper elass of immigrants I will not,
and I am willing to make it far larger
than it has been in the past few years;

but what T am anxious about is to find

to what extent that vote is being applied’

to useful purposes from the State stand-
puint, and 1o what extent it is being used
23 a means of injury {o a section of the
community who help to provide their
share of it. That is, In a few words, the
ohject T have in moving for this select
committee. T helieve that every member
is anxious to assist the settlement of our
tands. 1 believe the majority of mem-
bers are willing to provide funds to assist
in intreducing immigrants who will settle
our lands. I helieve also that nine-
tenths of the members of the House are
anxious to prevent the introduetion of
immigrants who will simply compete with
our town workers for a livelihood. With-
out further comment I beg to move the
proposition I have already read.

Mr. JOHNSON (Guildford): T second
the motion.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
1 had hoped that some other member
would have followed the member for
Subiaco. Tn the first place T would like
to congratulate the hon, member on the
fact that apparently he bas spare time
on his hands, for if this motion is carried
he will be the chairman of two select
eommittees, and if he proposes to in-
vestigate this question to the same extent
as he has outlined in his speech T think
he will he kept very busy.

Mr. Daglish: It needs to be done by
someone.

The PREMIER: There is ne objection
to obtaining any information possible in
vegard to this important matfer. T think
members are aware of the faet that the
Government have adopted every reason-
able precantion with a view to securing
as immigrants only those who are fitted
for agricultural life. In regard to the
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hon. member’s references to its not heing
desirable to import givls who are pre-
pared to go into domestic service 1
hardly agree with him.

Mr. Taylor: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: The experience I
have gained is that if any girl is prepared
to work she can get at least £1 a week in
any respectable family. There is a great
dearih of domestic servants at the present
time, A most careful scrutiny is being
exercised in the old eountry. The Agent
General and Mr. Ranford have had ex-
plicit nstruetions in that regard, and the
niember for Fast Fremantle who, I
thought, would have spoken after the
member for Subiaeo, In a recent inter-
view gave a free and unbiassed opinion
on the method of selection which is heing
adopted in the old eountry. Praise com-
ing from such’a quarter is valnable in-
deed and ecarries a econsiderable amount
of weight, inasmuch as we recognise that
it eervtainly would not he unduly biasad
in fuvour of the Governmeni policy on
immigration. That hon. member in the
course of his interview said—

“I went into the matter thoronghly,
and I am quite convinced from my own
nhservations that everything possible is
being done by the Agent General’s office
to secure fit and proper immigrants
for this State. As evidencing the care
which is exercised in the selection of
immigrants for this State, I might men-
tion that last year over 12,000 applica-
tions for assisted passages were re-
ceived, and of these Mr. Dolley, after
personal interviews with 1,600 appli-
cants, seleeted about 1,060. That indi-
cates, to my mind, that great dis-
crimination is being exercised at the
London office.  In regard to applica-
tions received from the country, where
it is impracticable to interview the ap-
licants personally, references have to
be furnished indicating that they have
been engaged in farm work.”

Tn conneetion with the discussion that re-
cently took place at the Premiers’ Con-
ference on the question of immigrants,
one of the eonditions I made to the
State’s joining in a united scheme with
the Federal authorities was, that the State
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should have the last say in regard to the
selectiom of immigrants, hecause we real-
ize that. while in snme of the manufae-
twiring States. such as Vietoria, artisans
may he able to obtain employment, in the
present coudition of Western Australia
we have really bo room for any immigrant
from the old eountrv other than a man
prepared to seleet land, or to utilise his
lahour in connection  with agrieultural
viplayment,

Mr. Underwood: Yon have no land to
=elect.

Mr. Swan: It is a pity the CGovernment
did not realise that earvlier.

The PREMIER: I do not know that
there have been many mistakes. The other
day 1 had a econversation with My, Gooch
of Gingin, an old eolonist, who has em-
ploved four immigrants who recently ar-
rived, and he told me that he was eow-
pletely satisfied with the men and was
only sorry that hie could not ohtain more
of the same stamp.

My, Bath: What is he paying them?

AMr. Taylor: I suppose they are colonial
experience men,

The PREMIER: They would not stay
very lonz with Mr. Gooeh unless they
conld give some evidence that they had a
practieal knowledge of what was required.
But T just mention what Mr. Gooeh told
me as evidenee that the men heing im-
ported were suitable. 'The member for
East Fremantle, in his  interview, also
said :—

“Aisrepresentation  to immigrants
with the ohject of enticing them fo set-
tle in Western Australia does not em-
anate from the Agent (General's office.
Of that 1 am convineed. 1 have perused
~orrespondence received from appli-
eants, and have seen the copies of let-
ters sent to them in reply by Mr. Dol-
ley. In those veplies it has been clearly
emphasised that the only persons ac-
cepiable in Western Australia are those
who are prepared to mo on the land
and put up with a certain amount of
hardship for the first few years after
their arrival. There could be no mistake
with regard tv the weneral tenor of
those letters, and as a result many
peuple who have desired to comme out

ltave realised that they would he un-
guitable, and have stayed af home. The
striet supervision of the Agent Cien-
eral's office minimises the pussibility of
imposifion, and the result iz that we
secure a hetter class of immigrant than
other States. During the iime L was ar

Home, however, [ neither saw mislend-

ing advertisements nor heard of misre-

presentations being made. The immi-

granis for Western Australia by the

‘Orsuva’ are a fine elass of people.”
That gentleman had an apporiunity of
making an independent luquiry into the
matter and that is the result of his in-
vestigations.

Member: The commiltee enns eall Lim
to wive evidenee and e¢an ceross-examine
him.

The PREMIER: The hon. wmember
would make a most excellent member of
the committee, or, if not a member of the
comnitles, would he a most valuable wit-
ness, I do not intend to derain members,
axeepl to say that the Governmenl have
no desire (v hide anything so Far as their
immigration policy is concerned, [£, in
the wisdom of the House. it is thought
advisable that snch a  seleet  commitiee
should be appointed the Government will
not ranise any ohjeclion, and will, at tie
same time, be prepared to place before
the committee every information possible
in regard to their pulicy uf immigration:
while, if any snggestions can  he made
which on investization are found {o be
valuable the Government will lave no
hesitation in adopting them.

My, HEITMANN (Cue): I certainly
think a select commuittee should be ap-
pointed to inquire into the methods of the
Government in their immigration pro-
posals, becanse I am of ilie opinion that
the class of people coming here ul the
present time, those assisted by the money
of the people of the State, are altogether
unsuitable. I have mel nen in the back
conntry districts—I met a friend of the
late Minister for Works recenily on the
railwav construetion works from Mount
Maznet 1o Black Range. This was an in-
dividual who was sent up by the late Min-
ister for Works with a letier to the en-
gineer or someone in charge of (he con-
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struction work, saying thai he must be
placed on the works even to the extent,
so it was understood by the engineer in
charge, of having someone else discharged
if that were necessary. That was one of
the immigrants, one of the settlers.

The Houorary Minister: Did you say
that I sent an assisied mmigrant know-
ing e was an immigrant.

Mr. HEITMANN: I say you sent this
individual to the engineer in charge of
the constrnetion on the Mount Magnei-
Black Range railway.

The Honorary Minister: Knowing he
was an immigrant ?

Mr. HETTMANN: He was an assisted
imntigrant, 1 do nut know whether you
knew it or did not, but you had no right
to sendd bim to the engineer. I believe that
the father of this homigrant when out
here fur nine months was sent up 1o the
North-West as a protector of aborigines.
I have met two men on the Nallan weod
line, some of tliese Farmers who eome out
here. We know that at present we have
hundreds in the State leoking for work,
and I suppose thousands of pounds were
spent by the Charities Depactment last
year in fares to send the unemployed to
different parts of the country looking
for work. Viewing it from the Lands De-
partment standpoint, it seems to be the
objeet of the Mimster for Lands to place
people on the land, particularly immi-
grants; and we find that different treat-
ment is mneted out {o the immigrants from
that meted out to Australians, Under the
present system of settlement of land the
departnent are prepared to treat oune whn
has come from beyond the seas hetter
than an Austrealian.

The Minister for Tands: That
S0.

Mr. HEITMANN: 1t is so, and I defy
the Minister to deny it.

Mr. Angwin: Bead a letter T got the
alher daxy.

Mr. HEITMANN : Certain concessions
are granted (o immigranis which ave not
given to Australians.  If we want to
setile vur lands there is plenty of chance
to o =o, and hy a better elass of man than
we are likely ever to get from the old
country. As [ have :aid hefore. if the

is not
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Minister for Lands would agree to set
aside some 50,000 or G0,000 aeres of land,
I could settle it for him in a very short
time.

Mr. Taylor: Yes; vou would settle it.

My, HEITMANN: Members know well
what T mean. There are very many per-
sons anxious to get on the land, but they
are unable to obtain suitable selections.
Only this week I met in the street a man
from Day Dawn who ean place his hand=
on about £1,500, and wants to take up
land. He told me he could get plenty of
land 50 miles from a railway, but that was
no good to him. Yet we find the eivil
servants and immigrants having the pick
of the land. It is useless for the Minister
for Lands to say he cannot get people here
to gettle on the land, for if he would give
the oppeortunity there are thousands
Western Australia who would be only (oo
slad to become seftlers.

The Minister for Lands: T am giving
the opportunity.

Mr. HEITMANN: | know of three
men who are now prepared to goon the
land and are only too anxious tn beeome
setilers, provided tliex can get selections
withio a reasonable distance of a raillway.

The Honorary Minister: What do you
eall a reasonable distance?

Mr. HETTMANN: Anything up to 20
miles, and then, of ecawse. it should he
deeent land.

The AMinister for lLamls: Come along
and you can oet if,

Mr. HESTMANN: | have heen
along too often, and have been sent oul
40 nites from a vailway,  The only hope
offered such settlers is that if a eertain
number of them go on the land in that
locality, they may expeet to have a rail-
way in the fulure. Wotwithstanding (he
difficulty there is {0 obtain sunitable land
near a railway, along the Great Southein
there are miles of land fenced. bul im-
proved in no other way, T am against
the present method of indueing immi-
srants to eome here. It is not fair 1o
take the money from the working people
of this eountry to lelp to increase the
number of unemploved, as we are doiny
at the presenit time, The Minister must
know that to foster un immgration schente
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W this kind cannot be doing auy great
amount of good. If vne could be satis-
fied that Lhe immigrants would go un the
land, and were suitable for that work,
well anid good; hut T ruarantee that not
20 per cenl. of the men whe come here
2o on lhe land. 1n speaking on this
question previously I relerred to one baleh
of 50 immigrants, of whom only one con-
tended that he had any experience of tand
selilement, and it appeared that his ex-
perience bad been merely the purchasing
ot produets of the land. 1n that batch
of inmigrants there were  blacksmiths,
watchmakers, pawnbrokers' clerks, and
others of that kind, and it was suggested
that they would make good settlers on
the land. One man arrived with but £2
10s. in his pocket, and the others to whom
1 have referred hefore arrived with prac-
tically nothing, and ove of them was sent
up to the Black Range railway.

The Hounorary Minister: That = not
correet.  The father of that mau lad
held land in this State for some time.

Mr. HEITMAXNN: He had been in the
country for 12 months, so I am inforied.

The Houorary Minister: He had been
holding land north of Perth.

A, HEITMANY: Anyhow, I am in-
formed that the engineer of the line was
Foreed to give him work, The man was
tried on several jobs and did not succeed
and, as a matter of fact, he was not good
enough In carry sweat away from a de-
cent navvy., They iried him at muek
work and in a clearing gang, and he fin-
ithed up at Black Range as the voly man
vf the gang who was arrested for being
drunk. This is one of the immigrants,
and it is suggested that these men are al!
carefully selected before they leave Eng-
land. 1t is a well-known fact that many
immigrants whe have been selected for

their so-called farming experience, have -

received all their agrieultural knowledge
in the streets of London. I am opposed
absolutely to the money of the eountry
being spent to assist immigrants here to
swell the already heavy ranks of the un-
employed.

Mr. JOHNSON {CGuildford): T wish

to utter but a few wards in supporting the
mution.  As will be seen by the Notice
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Paper, there is a motion in a similar
direction to the present one which I
tabled. [ tind, however, that the motion
of the member for Subiaco practically
covers what T desire to investigate and,
therefore, I support his motion willingly.

The AMinister For Mines: Do you think
one committee will do for bollh molions?

Mr. JOHNSON: Yes. [ do net intend
to proceed with mine. T am one of those
members who. have eonstantly made cotn-
plainls about (he present  tmmigration
systeni, and Lhe unsatistactory state of
the policy of the Government. I have
said lhat immigrants indueed to come here
are not a credit to the country they come
from, and are of ne wvalue to Western
Australia. Many of the immigrants who
come out should never have been selected
to come to the State. The Premier says
that sinee Mr. Ranford west to Eng-
land a great deal more care is exercised,
and the Government would like us to
believe that none are selected except those
who ure well qualified te become agricul-
{urists, and men who have had agricultural
experience. 1 will grive members one case
that came hefore my notice a week agn,
and T will get this statement sworn to and
have it placed before the committee, if
one i appointed. The man was an irvon-
turner in a large foundry in England,
He had been in the foundry for 10 or 12
years, and was one of the leading hands.
He was in reeeipt of a wage of either
£2 25, Gd. or £2 55, per week. Mr. Ran-
ford went (v the town wheve this man was
employed, and painted a very glowing
picture of the possibilities of Western
Australia for an immigrant. The man
went to Mr. Ranford and asked him par-
ticularly whether he could get work in
Western Australia if he came ont lLere,
aned was assured hy the Government offi-
cer that there was no possibility of doubt
on that question, and that all the would-
be immigrant had to do was to come out
here. and sneceess must follow his efforts,
That man had a wife and family. He sold
his home in order to get sufficient money
to bring him out here, and to leave enongh
to keep his wife and family in England
until he got thoronghly settled.

My Angwin: Did he pay his own fare?
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Mr. JOHNSON: I think he was as-
sigted. Anybow he had to sell his home
to wet capital to come out, and support
his wife and family for a time. He came
ont and found that he eould not et work
at his trade. He is not in a position to
take up land; be is stranded, and he eame
to me to see if I conld show him a means
of wetting assistance to tide over his im-
mediate difficulties, and to help him to get
hacl again to England, so that he might
return to the foundry he was enconraged
to leave by the lecturer we pay.

Mr. Foulkes: Did he eall at the Agent
General’s office before coming out?

Mr. JOHNSON: He had a diseussion
with Mr. Ranford. Tt is not in the power
of that offieial {0 make eomplete arrange-
ments, for would-he immigrants ave re-
ferred to the Agent General, who makes
the final arrangements; conserquently he
would 2o to the Agent Genernl’s office in
the ordinary routine.

Mr. Angwin: Not if he were not as-
sisted.

Mr., JOHNSON: I do nol care if he
were assisted or paid his own fare. He
was strongly indueed to come out here
where there is no room for him as a
mechanie. This case ean be applied to
a large number of others, where mechan-
ies come ont here and try to compete in
a market already overstocked. I want to
see a committee of inguiry appointed to
settle, once and for all. whether Western
Australia ean afford to continue the im-
migration poliey of the present Adminis-
tration.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): I am pleased to think the
member for Subiaco. while not believing
we are getting the very best resnlts from
the money expended in connection with
the immigration svstem, thinks that with

a gnod svstem it is a wise thing to do all '

we can te eontinue to draw as many peo-
ple to  this State as possible. In
a  work of this sort, there is not
the slightest doubt that on occasions we
may have persons selected who are noi
the very best for the purpose for which
thev are needed. It is only naturat that
if we introduce a large number »f immi-
grants, there will be included amonyr them
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cectuin worthless persons. Mistakes mus!
ceeur in the selection of the eluss
of men sent out here. It is quite
possible that in connectivn with the eaz»
just meniioned by the member fTor
Guildford. Mr. Ranford may not have
recommended that man to eome here us
a tradesman; bui, in reply to his quus-
Hon as o the possibilities of a futnre i«

Western  Australia, might have re-
ferred to the general resonrees an

prosperity of this State.

My, Johnson: What?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
sorry the hon. member does not agree
with me.

Mr. Johnson: I agree as to lhe re-
sources but nok as to the prosperity.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If
Mr. Ranford believed that the man was
a good worker, had plenty of grit, and
would be o useful settler in the State,
then he was quite right in telling that
man that Western Australia was one of
the best places in Australia to come to.
I do not agree with the remarks of fhe
mewmber for Subiaco as to servant girls.
There is room here for a large number
of voung girls, and T hope we shall have
a eontinnation of that policy. Ro far as
the attitude of the Government is con-
cerned, the instruetions given to the Agent
(General time atier time have béen that in
connection with the immigration policy,
the Government desire he should ouly
send out people desirous of seltling on
the land. either as farmers or farm la-
hourers. There may be instances where
artisans come here, bnt that is not, and
never has heen, and I hope never will he
adopted as a wencral practice but only
taken in  wvery special eireumstances,
That should be the desire of any Gov-
ernment that might be in power. We
want farmers and farm labourers, and
we have given instruetions to the Agent
Greneral 1o that effecl. Complainis have
been made. and questions have heen asked
in the House recently, with vegard to the
employment of immigrants in the Gov-
ernment workshops. This is shown alzo
by the motion now under discussion, and
that of the wember for Gnildford. The
latter. however, T understand will not he
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proceeded with, as the adoption of the
present motion will carry out al) he de-
sires. 1t has been stated, however, that
ihe Government had given instructions,
or that it was assumed the Government
had given instroctions, to those in charge
of the Government worksheps at- Midland

Junetion that employment sheuld be
given to immigrants. When that ques-

tion was asked here T felt somewbat sur-
prised cn having to announce to members
that out of the 239 men who had heen
reeently employed, 16 were vecent arrivalg
from Great Britain. 1 wrote to the de-
partment with regard to this, pointing
out that it had heen said the Government
bad given instruetions for these new ar-
rivals to receive employment, and added
that if there had been any desire on the
parl of any of the officers to give fhese
men employvment, they must desist from
it in the future. As a result of my
queries and communiecation I received a

lengthy report from Mr. Evans, the
works manager at  Midland  Junciion,

eiving the full faets in eonnection with
the employment of certain immigrants.
1 want to make this report pnblie, for it
should be distinetly understood that so
far as the Government are concerned they
had not the slightest knowledge that in
connection with the employment of addi-
tional workmen at the shops those per-
sons had been taken on.

(Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
p-m.)

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Be-
fore the tea adjournment I was referring
4o a report 1 obtained from rhe works
manager of the Midland Junction Work-
shops with regard to complaints made to
the effect that the Government had in-
structed, or at least had tacitly agreed to
the appointment of men to the workshops
who had recently come from the old coun-
trv and who had come as assisted immi-
grants to the State. Having had a ques-
tion Lo answer in the House I showed
that there had been a certain number of
these men recently engaged, and T de-
manded a report from the department in
conntertion with their appointments. T
have the report here, and T would like ta
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read it to the House. The works manager
says le regrets that the Minister should
take the view lie does on this ruestion,
and then zoes on to say:— .
“Let me state at once that I have re-
ceived no instructions or intimation of
any kind that immigrants should be
given preference or employment, or
that they should not be emplayed. Those
who have been engaged either had
some special qualifieation or experience
whieh it was desirable to secure, or a
question of urgency. This demuvnstrates
itself from ihe fact that out of 239
employees pur on, only 16 of them
were more or less réceiit arrivals from
Great Britain. Only one of these was
agsisted to come here and work on the
land. He is a married man. and has his
wife and one child with lim. He en-
deavonred to secure work on  arrival
through the Labour Bureau and failed.
He then went to Narrogin, and failed.
e relurned to Perth Labour Burveau,
and not being suecessful there he ap-
plied here. On this day I reeeived in-
sbructions to repair a number of old
hallast  loppers for P.W.D. stores
manager: this was urgenl boilermaker’s |
work, and I could not undertake it wiil
my own staff. I therefore put this mau
on with others as e was a good hammer
man, I was not, however, aware that le
was an assisted immigrant.
a pattern-maker, and , a fitter,
were started as being the mosl suil-
able tradesmen offering. 1 was not
aware that they were immiurants. They
now tell ine they were nominated by a
friend, Mr. Chamberlain of Greenbushes
and came out to aseist him on hisland.
When they arrived here he had left the
district and yone to the Murchisen, and
in consequence they were stranded and
had to seek work. , a [itter,
was started also being the hest offering,
and. further, as he served hig time in
Sheerness Dock Yard, he wus on that
acconnt specially desirable.  He was
nominated by a Mr. Martin of Green-
hushes, and on arrival here was unable
to find suitable land, and siates he was
advised by the Under Secretary for
Lands to apply here for work, ,
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a lifter, was employed on account of his

experience of this work on the London '

and South-Western Railway, England.
" T required men of his qualification,
none being a:ailavle here, and it would
tuke three or more years to train one.
Tle was nominated by his brother of
Claremont, hat was nol spoken fo
about going on the land by anyone—
(see bis signed statement). The other
men were not assisted or nominated.
They were only given prefevence here
as being the best and most suitable of-
“fering. They have all been engaged ex-
pressly to deal with the new and addi-
tional work in hand, and not ow aceount
of our ovdinary maintenance. As you
are aware, 1 have recently faiten in
hand the following new werks:-——
16 “ACLY cars at £1,600—£16,000.
50 “DY vans—£10,500.
250 “‘(ie’’ wagons—£32,002 14s. 2d.;
ironwork for 250 "Ge” wagons to
be built by Westralia Jronworks--
£6,300. '
5 class “0" engines to reconstruet—
£13,085.
13 new boilers for locos.—-£13,550.
Extra repairs on accouni of next bar-
vest traffie—£14,000.
All but the last item of this work has
been taken under the ordinary condi-
tions of a contractor, and if I am to
be debarred from taking on Lhe best
labour offering, the cost of the work
will certainly be inereased. I do not
want new chums or strangers about me
at any time in preference to men who
have proved their qualifications, and 1
am only too anxious to give suitable
" or retrenched or local men the first op-
portunity, and there is plenty af evi-
dence in all directions that this is my
regular policy. We advertised for
¢radesmen, both fitters, turuers, and
boilermakers. and I bave not nearly
obtained the number required. Many
have heen here who are obvionsly un-
suitable—some have been started and
proved themselves unsuilable, and we
are fortunate that these mien were
availahle when we hadly required them.
Tntil this question was raised it had
never oecurred tn me to ask tradesmen
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applying bhere for work if they were
assisted immigrants. First, because the
class of men we employ do not usually
travel about under false pretences, and
secondly that they would alwost to a
man resent such a yuestion being put
to them. I am decidedly of opinion that
the men do not think that the Govern-
ment has given instructious that pre-
- ference should be shown lor immigranis
from the faet that I have asked the
secretaries of the two largest unions
here, viz., Fitter Barker of the Amal-
gamated Society of BEngineers, and
Boilermaker Brain of the Boilermakers’
Society, to find me sniiable men. They
bave tried and both have failed to get
the requisite number. The slatement is,
I believe, founded on the remarks of
some disappointed appiicant. T do not
know what the men think of course,
and amn therefore not in a position to
refute the statement, bul at the sane
time I do not believe it, but I ean as-
sext that the men here know and can
see that quite the contrary is the case”

1 wanted to read that statement because
this motion and the one which fellows it
on the Notice Paper might lead to the
belief that some effort had been made on
the part of the Government to introduce
immigrants to the State for the purpose
of interfering with the loeal labour mar-
ket. T ean assure hon. members that no
such thing is the ease. Instructions have
been given to the Agent General to se-
cure farmers and farmers’ assistants, and
in no case have we ever had any desire
to induee artisans to come to the State.
This report will show that while in one
instance there has been an assisted immi-
grant engaged, and in four other cases
nominated immigrants bhave also received
employment, these are the only five per-
sons out of the 239 new appointments
made at the workshops. Members will
also recognise that every effort was made
by the workshops manager through the
logal unions to get suitable persons to
earry on the new work he has in hand.
At the present time there is more new
work being carried out at the Midland
workshops than has ever been the case in
the history of those workshops. We
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have had a large amount of work which
has required the engagement of special-
ists such as boilermakers and fitters and
the works manager has not been able to
get the number of men which he required.
This report which I have just read was
written on the 9th of last month. At
the time the manager wrote it, and for
some time before, he fourd it exceedingly
diffienlt to get a sufficient number of
men to carry out special work in the way
of construction, So far as the Govern-
ment are concerned with reference to
the appointment of a select committee, I
ean assure the House, that in regard to
the workshops, we will court the very
fullest investigation. The department
assure me that they have never had any
desire whatever to appoint strangers to
positions in the workshops. At the same
time there is no room there for a man
who will not work or for the waster, and
men who think they are going to get em-
ployment there merely because they are
loeal residents are muoech mistaken. The
officers engaged in the workshops reeognise
that they have to carry out the work en-
trusted to them as well as it is done out-
side, and therefore, we must give them
the fullest latitude, and the manager of
the workshops has the fullest latitude in
connection with the engagement of the
best class of workmen that be can obtain.
We welcome any inquiry into the class
of men selected, and so far as the ap-
pointment of the commiitee is coneerned,
we will welcome the fullest investigation
into the workshops.

Mr. GILL (Balkatta): Like the mem-
ber for Pilbara T bave not a great amount
of faith in the utility of select commit-
tees, still T think the seleet committee
under discussion may answer a good pur-
pose, in fact, T believe it will answer a
good purpose in showing that the Gov-
ernment in the past have been spending
moeney in a manner which has not been
to the best interests of the people of the
State. I believe the select commitiee will
be able to show that we have bronght
immigrants to the State and spent money
in conneciion with them that could bave
heen put to hetter use than by bringing
people here to displace workers already
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in the State. I believe the committee
will bave that effect. I believe also, in
fact I feel eonfident about it, that the
committee will be able to get sufficient
evidence to prove the statemenis made
in regard to preference having been given
to new arrivals in the State,

Mr. Angwin: We were all new arri-
vals at one time,

Mr. GILL: I do not object to new ar-
rivals getting employment in this State,
but T do object Lo preference being given
to them. The Mipister has just read a
statement with regard to the workshops.
I made a statement some time ago with
reference to the men there and the works
manager took exception to it. I said
that while a great number of workers had
some few months previously been thrown
out of employment because of retrench-
ment and absence of work, they were
given to understand then that they would
have the first opportunity of re-employ-
ment. While this promise was made,
when work became available they were
not re-employed, but preference was
given to strangers, and I make that state-
ment again knowing it to be irue.

The Minister for Mines: If you have
the opportunity of proving it that will be
much better,

Mr. GILL: The only watter worth
noticing in the report read by the Minis-
ter is that dealing with fitters and boiler-
makers, With regard to the lalter it is
ahsolutely correct; there were not any of
these men available when they were
wanted, but with regard to the filters the
statement 1s quite incorrect. Fitters were
available; they went there fo sccure em-
ploeyment in response to an advertisement
which appeared in the West Australion,
and they were told that they wesre not
wanted, and that the advertisement was
published simply to see whether ihere
were any fitters in the Stute. ’

The Minister for Mines: The adver-
tisement was for fitters’ labourers, not
fitters.

Mr. GILL: I know the circumsiances
well. I sent some men myscif: I advised
them to go from the Lahour Iinrean, and
I know what I am lalking about. A
slatement also appeared i thz West Aws-
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tralian in eonnection with the same thing;
I could have produced it, but T forgot the
date. A eomplaint was 1nade at the time,
and a reply was senb to the paper by the
Minister or the workshops manager to
‘the effect thal they merely published the
advertisement to see whether there were
any fitters in the State who might be
available,

The Minister for Mines: You wmisread
the statement. _

Mr, GILL:  Fitters’ labourers were
available, and always have been available;
but, generally speaking, the complaint
that las been made in regard to employ-
ment has not been in connection with
fitters’ or boilermakers’ labgurers Dot
labeurers generally. I know of several in-
stanees of labourers who applied for
work in the Midland Junetion workshops
bnt who were refused, while a day or so
afterwards others were raken oin who had
just arrived in the State. And that nof
only applies to the Midland Junetion
workshops, but to the railways zenerally,
T knew of a case in the goods sleds, that
of a checker who had heen on the door
for a number of years and who was
placed on the wheel-barrow and redueed
by 6d. a day; while a new arrival who
had been but three days in the State was
put in his place.

The Minister for Mines: Can you give
me his name?

Mr. GILL: T have not gol his name
just mow, but I can give it to yon to-
morrow. I know of another ease, that of
a man in the Perth goods office, ,where
they relrenched a number just recently;

this was an unfortunate who had re-
turned, a eripple, from Scuth Africa.
Gibney, who had just arrived in the

State, was put in his place, collecting
freights and fares with regard to certain
goods. These are the things [ eomplain
about; and knowing as I do—and the
Minister also knows it—that tie labour
market has been over-stocked for some
time T think our moncy could very well
have been put to some hetter use than it
has been. Although the select committee,
if appeinied, may well make a report
which, if earried into operation would he
in the best interesis of the State, fhe
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trouble is, wil} the Ministry adopt it I
know that last year the House reduced
the vote as a protest agninst the introdue-
tion of immigrants while there were so
many unemployed in the State,  And
what has been the effect of that? If I
am correctly informed the eflect, instead
of curtailing the immigrativn vote, has

‘simply blocked the bringing into this
State of families from the Eastern

States, families whose husbands and
fathers are already in this State and
whe desire to bring them over here.
I am informed that that is what
has ~ happened as’ the resuli' of our
reducing this vote. It did not prevent
the intreduction of immigrants frem
other lands, but simply the introduction
of relatives of our own people from ilie
Eastern States.

Mr. Bath: That is a preity bad poliey.

Mr. GILL: Tf this be the policy that
the Government are going to adopt in re-
gard to instruetions from the House [
have not a very sanguine faith as fo
what. will happen as the result of Lie re-
port of this committee. There are many
matters I could touch upon in respect to
the question of immigration; however,
there will be further opportunities for so
doing. I hope the select commiitee will go
particnlarly into the question of giving
preference to immmigrants, and [ feel eon-
fident that they will be able 1o bring For-
ward evidence to show that there has heen
a considerable amount of preference given
to new arrivals.

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
J. Price): Like other members of the
House I think it most undesirable that at
this juneture immigrants otier than agri-
culturists should be assisted to come to
the State. Referring to the interview
whieh the member for East Frewantle re-
cently gave to the Press, in which it was
shown that while visiting the Lcndon
office he discovered that of 1,200 appli-
cations for assisted passages to thizs Srate
only some 1,060 had been accepted

Mr. Angwin: I did not say that.

The HONORARY MINISTE¥: At
any rate that is how my memory serves
nle.

Mr. Angwin: T said 1,060 out of 1,600.
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My, Collier: That statentent appeared
in the Press, but it was a mistake and tie
hon, member wrote and corvected il.

The HONORARY MINISTER: At
all events the hon. member seemed to he
perfectly satistied that a reasonable and
careful serutiny was being exercised in
London in so far as eoncernad thn quali-
fieations of these immigrants. Out of
1,060 asststed to this State, is it not rea-
sonable to expecr that there would bhe
some who, by misrepresentation; had been
aceepted as suilable to follow agrieul-
tural avocations whatever checks are in-
stitnted in.London? The question is, are
we, because somme few undesirables arve
liable to secure assistance, to dvop
all action in regard to immigrants? I
venture to think no one in this House
wonld advoeate such a eourse.

Mr. Heitmann: T would, I would stop
these assisted passages altogether.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I
venfure to think that while immigranis
are assisted to come here, whoever has the
contrel of affairs, some, by misrepre-
sentation, will escape the serutiny in

London and be landed in this State.
'The only altermative to running that
risk is to stop the system of as-

sisted passages altogelher. I for one do
not believe that that would be a wise
policy at all. We know that in this State,
with its immense area and fremendous
possibilities, we bave untold scope for a
greal number of people—a far greater
number than we have at the present time,
And, withont going into the domain of
Federal politics, I think every man who
is in favour of the White Australia policy
will agree that the only possible chance
we have of keeping the State white 13 by
the introduction of a large white popu-
lation, The real question is, are the Gov-
ernment making every effort at Home to
secnre that only immigrants suitable for
agricultural avocations shall eome out
here? I venture to think that is the case.
The hon. member for East Fremantle is
a perfectly impartial judge in this mat-
ter; at all events he is not in any way
biased in favour of the Government.

Myr. Collier: You did not always think
so well of him.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I
have uever doubted thie hon. member’s
goud faith at any time. Nor ean any
man find an instance where T have taken
that course, If the hon. member, who has
been in London recently—if he is able to
endorse the Crovermmwent’s methods, then
T do bot think there can he much wrong
with them.

[Speech unfuushed 1 )

Me. SI’EAKER I am sorry to in-
terrupt, but under Standing Order 214,
unless a motion be moved it is vecessary
that the Orders of the Day should be pro-
ceeded with,

The Minister for Works: “-’e have
made arrangements with the Leader of
the Qpposition to go on with the Orders
of the Day. We had better let this de-
bate drop for the present. However, e
might give the hon., member an oppor-
tunity of finishing his speech another
time.

Debate interrupted by Standing Order
214.

BILL—LEGAL PRACTITIONERS
ACT AMENDMENT,
Seccond Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr. DRAPER (West Perth): 1 did
not intend to address the House upon this
measure; but since the adjournment, or
since the motion for the second reading
I have had an opportunity of speaking
with those who are promoting the Bill.
Tt has been stated to the House that this
measure is founded upon the New South
Wales Act; that, however, is not quite
correct. The portion of it, and it is the
material portion of the Bill, which relates
to the admission of managing clerks is
founded upon the practice which prevails
in New South Wales and upon the rules
of their Supreme Court relating to the
admission of practitioners.  This Bill,
however, goes somewhat further than the
Xew South Wales rules and eontains what
I consider are objectionable clanses, ob-
Jectionable because they relate to the ad-
misston of individual persons, rather than
of any general class, who may he quali-
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fied as managing clerks. Now, the second
clause of the Bill is the one whieh containg
the real! object of the Bill; and with re-
ference to that, I do not think much ex-
eeption can bhe taken to it; because the
prineiple of admitting genhnine managing
elerks who have served some portion of
their lives in aequiring a practieal know-
ledge of the legal profession has been re-
cognised, not only in New South Wales
but also to a more limited extent in the
old country. The New South Wales prae-
tice, however, requires that managing
elerks should ‘pass other examinations than
those mentioned in the Bill introduced by
the Leader of the Opposiiton. But those
provisions after all are not, I think, of
very much imporiance, beecause the final
examination which it is proposed to ask
managing clerks to pass is really a very
ample test of their legal knowledge.
Clause 3 of this Bill has no general
appliecation, but it has, T am in-
formed, a somewhat pecnliar history. I
am told that it was not in the original
Bill introduced some two years ago, but
that it was inserted by a member of an-
other place at the instigation possibly of
one of his constituents who desired to he
admitted to the ranks of the legal pro-
fession.  The gentleman whom it was
then sought to have admitted to the legal
profession has left the State and there
3s really no reason whatever why this
clanse should be embodied in the Bill.
I think it should be sufficient reason to
rejeet any clause in the Bill that was es-
pecially put in in order to admit seme
particolar individual, and not of gen-
eral appleation. Now this clause dealt
not so mueh with the admission of man-
aging clerks, but with the admission of
clerks, and a clerk in a legal office does
not of necessity have anything whatever
to do with an efficient knowledge of law.
A man eould be deseribed as a eclerk in
a lawyer's office if his dulies consisted
simply of posting the Irtters and stamp-
ing them,

Myr. Heitmann : Or making cut acennnts
for s, 8d.

Mr. DRAPER: Also, as the hon. mem-
Per suewests, of rendering accounis charg-
ing Gs. 8d,, and otherwise. Now a know-
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ledge of accounts may be of extreme use
and is no doubt very useful to members
of the legal profession; but I baidly
think that the hon. member who inter-
jected would suggest soricusly that that
knowledge is useful to the publie; and if
is after all, the knowledge that is useful
to the public we have to conzider in this
particular case., There is another reason
why a man who is oecupying the position
of clerk as distinet from that of maraging
clerk should not be admitted.  Unless
managing clerks or members of the
legal profession have to aet more or less
on their own responsibility, they cannot
really aequire any knowledge which ean be
regarded as safe in the interests of the
public. It is only that vresponsibilily
which really qualifies them for the asercise
of their profession. The mere passing of
examinations is really of little worth.
The knowledge of law itself may be of
value to the individual; but nwmil be has
associated with it a knowledge of the
practice itself, I submit in tle inierests
of the public a knowledge of thai kind
should not be considered to he a quuli-
fieation for the legal profession. TIn ad-
dition to that we have also Clause 6 of the
Bill, which I am informed was sutroduced
inte a measure two years agn in order
that two gentlemer might be admitied as
practitioners in  this State. One of
these gentlemen has left the State and is
now in Queensland, and the other mentle-
man has, by reasen of the interval that
has elapsed since the last Bill was intro-
duced, become eligible for qualifieation
under another elause of the Bill. T wen-
tion this so that those who are interested
in the Bill and interested in the profes-
sion may have an opportunity of econsider-
ing any steps which I intend to take in
Committee to reject certain of ihese
clauses.  If the Bill were confined solely
to the object mentioned by the Leader of
the Opposition when introducing the mea-
sure it wonld be open to little ohjection,
and so long as the Bill is eonfined ta that
ohject, and to that objeet alone, and is
nnt used as a measure fo admit individ-
uals rather than a elass, T shall not oppose
it.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In Commiltee.

My. Daglish in the Chair; Mr. Baih in
charge of the Bill.

‘Tlanse 1—agreed to.

(lause 2—Qualification of managing
clerks for admission as practitioners:

Mr. DRAPER desired that a protest
be recorded on this Bill. We had
only heard one side of the ease, while the
Barristers’ Board that dealt with the legal
profession had bad no opportunity of
considering the measure.

Mr., Heitmann: They had all last year.

Mr. DRAPER: The Bill was only laid
on-the Table of the Hounse at the Iast <if-

ting. )
Mr. Seaddan: What are you speaking
on?
Mr, DRAPER: On the second clause.
Mr. Scaddan: On the second reading!
Mr. DRAPER: In the circumstances

a measnre which might seem unimportant
to some members might he of great im-
portance to others.

The CHATRMAN: The hon.
must not debate the measure.

Mr. DRAPER: These reasons were
adranced because he desired that progress
should be reported.

The CHATIRMAN: Does the hon. mem-
ber move that?

Mr. DRAPER: Yes.

member

Moiton (progress) put and a division
taken. with the following result:—

Ayes 21
Noes 18
Majority for 3
AYEB.
Mr. Brown { Mr, Male
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Davies Mr. Monger
Mr. Draper Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Foulkes Mr. 5. F. Mopre
Mr. George Mr. Nanson
Mr. Gregory | Mr. Osbora
Mr. Hardwick . Mr. Price
Mr. Hayward | Mr. P. Wilson
Mr. Jacoby i Mr. Gordon
Mr, Laymsan {Teller).
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NoEes.
Mr. Angwin Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Bath Mr. Scaddan
4ir. Boltou Mr. Swan
Mr. Colller: Mr. Underwood
Mr. Gil Mr. Walker
Mr. Gourley Mr. Ware
Mr. Holman Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Horan Mr. Heltmann
Mr. Hudson (Teller).
Mr. McDowall

Motion thus passed; progress reported.

RESOLUTION — PHARMACY AND
POISONS LAW, T0O COMPILE.
Message from the Legislative Council

asking concurrenee’ in tle following re-

solution :—“That the Pharmaey and Pois-
ons Act, 1894, and its amendments be
compiled in aceordance with the Statutes

Compilation Aet, 1905,” now considered.

Mr. HUDSON {(Dundas): I desire to
move concurrence in a resolution which
has been adopted in another place under
the provisions of the Statutes Compila-
tion Act. The idea is that an effort should
be made in furtherance of the Statutes
Compilalion Aet passed in the year 1905
for the consolidation of our Statute Law
for the purpose of simplifieation.  The
Pharmaey and Poisons Act has been
chosen hy an hon. member of another
Chamber as one in which it is desirous
that compilation should take place be-
cause it is an Act which has several
amendments of a compheated nature and
somewhat diffienit to understand not only
by the legal practitioners but also hy
those lavmen who have to administer the
Aet. The wmotion was made in another
place at the request of the Pharmacenti-
cal Soeiety, aind T think that in a general
gsense it should commend itself to the
House. Tt is, T think, desirable that (he
whole of our Statute Law should he con-
solidated, and at an early dale. We liave
now about 18 volumes which contain our
Statute Law, and there are many diflieul-
ties and dangers besetting those who refer
to them. The provisions of the Siatutes
Compilation Aet provide that if a resoln-
tion is enrried in both Houses of Parlia-
ment. it forms  a divection to the At-
torney GGeneral that, after the close of the
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purticalar session in which the resolution
is carried, he shall have the particular
Act, with its amendments, eompiled into
one measure.  The Acl is then certified to
by the Attorney General as containing
the law as it exists, without alteration,
hut in one measure, and a certifieate being
attached to the new Act, the measure is
then brought-hefore the House. No dan-
ger can arise in this particular instance
in passing the resolution. It mevely has
the effect of being a direetion to the At-
torney General to compile the Act from
the three measurves. 1 have, thevefore,
pleasure in moving—

That the House comrcur in the fol-
lowing resolution conveyed in Message
No. 2 from the Legislative Council,
“That the Pharmacy and Poisons Act,
1894, and its amendments, be compiled
in eccordance with the Statules Com-
pilation Aet, 19057

Mr. HEITMANN
the molion.
Question put and passed.

(Cue) : I second

BILL—VACCINATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

Mr. BOLTON (Nerth Fremantle) in
moving the second reading said: In once
again moving the second reading of this
Bill I appear in a happy position that
few members have occupied in this House
—happy from the faet that the argu-
ments of both sides of what is admittedly
a controversial subjecl, have heen pretty
well exhausted. I am not perbhaps happy
in having te introduce this measure ses-
sion after session and Parliament after
Parliament, but am again happy in the
knowledge that the measure will be passed
by a greater majority this session than in
any previous Parliament. The first time
T had the honour and pleasure of infro-
ducing the Bill to this Chamber was some
years apo. There was considerable dis-
enssion and eonsiderable delay, and a di-
vision was faken on the question on the
zecond reading. Only eight members of
this Chamber then vofed against the
question. ¥ wonder am I too sanguine
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i hoping that those of the eight mem-
bers now remaining in Parliameni have
alttered (heir minds. or af least know
that the people desire the reform. What-
ever may have been the arguments used
befare in this respect, they will not be
used in the future. The mensure was in-
troduced by me ngain last session, but it
will be remembered that the session was
a very short one, and there was no time
left Lo debate the Bill any furiher. No
division was taken, although T helieve a
large majorvity of members were favour-
able to the reform. As on a former
occasion, the mensure that year heeame
one of the slaughtered innocents. I do
not think it is at all necessary for any-
one to advance any medieal testimony in
favour of this reforn, or even to advance
from the other side medieal testimony
advocating the continnance of compulsory
vaecination.  Members will understand
that T amn new not advocating the aboli-
tion of vaeeination but only the abolition
of the eompulsory clanses, believing that
those who desire to have their children
vaceinated shonld have the right to do so,
but also believing, even more strongly,
that those who object from eonscientious
reasons should have the right to refuse
to foke their children to be vaccinated.
If a parent or guardian is prepared to
sign a declaration that he has conscien-
tious seruples against vaceination, then
he should have the right to refuse to
allow the child to be treated.

Mr, Underwood: Why sign a declara-
tion?

Mr, BOLTON: I remember that when
introdueing  this measure on the first
oceasion the snggestion was made by the
member for Pilbara that we should repeal
the Act, and have no declaration to sign.
T have given some attention Lo this mea-
sure, and realise it is easily possible for
a member having superficial knowledge to
argue that the Act should be repealed;
but this ¢question of compulsory vaceina-
tion is mentioned in so many elanses in
the Health Aect, that it would not be an
easy matter to repeal it altogether. There
are cerfain neeessary provistons in the
Health Act, the existence of which would
be essential in the case of an epidemic,
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and, therefore. it wounld not he wise per-
haps o repeal the Aet.

My, Heitmann: You admit vaccination
would be necessary in the ease of an epi-
demic?

Mr. BOLTON: Again T am misunder-
stood by one with superficial knowledge.
I believe in the right of those who ap-
prove of vaceination, whether in the
event of an epidemic or not, heing able
to have their children vaceinated, hui T
ask that those whe do not approve of it
should nol be under compulsion,

Mr. Seaddan: What abount the prolec-
tion for the man who believes in vaceina-
tion?

Mr. BOLTON: He can be proteeted by
being vaccinated himself, A man who
helieves in vaeeination is of opinion that
he will be safe from ineurring disease.
Jf a man thinks vaccination will do lim
wood and prevent him from gelting, say,
smallpox, by all means let him be vae-
cinated, but do not insist ihat the man
who does not believe in it at all should be
vaccinated. Tf the reform suggested is
carried ont the choiee will lie with the man
himself.

Mr. Hudson: Does it not lie with his
parents?

Mr. Foulkes:
parents{

Mr. BOT/TON:  One becomes accus-
fomed to_ a Hhtile levity, and candidly %
prefer it to a too serious demeanour in
members. I am hopeful that this Bill
will go through within a very short time,
and that another place will then have the
opportunity of dealing with it. Western
Anstralia is not the first place in which
ihe reform has been mooted. Tn Souih
Ausiralia, New Zealand and, I think, New
South Wales, the same reform exists.
There is no such thing as compulsory
vaceination in those States. 1 go further.
and can extend my remarks even to the
eountry in whieh I was born and which
is always termed a conservative country,
namely, England. There, where there are
towns and slums thickly populated, where
houses are built almost on top of one
another, whose ports are open to vessels
from all parts of the world, Parliament
has accepted word for word the amend-
ment which T seek to introduce by the

@
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measure now hefore members. Surely if
a place like England nagrees that com-
pulsory vaccination is unnecessary we,
living as we do in what is knewn as a
freer conntry, might well adopt it also.
In the House of Uonmuuns on May 27th
this amendment was passed. and those
opposing it only numbered 14, Cerfainly
there was not a full Hlouse, hut on the
division 122 membhers voted {for the
amendment and 14 againsi. The reform
was supported by the Government, and I
wm pleased to say that most of the nli-
vidual members of our Government sup-
poried vz Bilt wlhen it was Tasl intvo-
duced o the House. The same righi to
enforee vaccinalion in the c¢ase of an epi-
demic will apply here. The Vaccination
Aet deals with ehildren up to the age of
four months.  There are people who
wounld railier zo to prison than have their
children vaccinaied, and the feeling is so
strong with vegard (o if that loeal bodies
in the metropolilan area have. in nearly
every case, carried resolutions supporting
this measure and have, in addition, with-
out any pressure, signed a petilion eon-
taining some 1,400 names. I do not de-
sire now to present that peiition, bui will
leave it for members 1{o peruse. This
shows that the ruestion is not a fad of
the member for North Fremantle, hut is a
reform greatly desired by the people. The
present law will apply in the ease.of an
epidemic, buf the conseience elause will
allow a parent or guardian to refuse to
take a child to be vaccinated, withoui
running the visk of ineurring penaliy
therecby. What appears to make the pre-
sent measure ridiculous is this. Last year,
from June, 1908, to June, 1909, there
were 7,730 births in the State, while there
were only 616 children vaceinated. Tt
seems to me a ridiculous law {o stand on
our statnte book, and it is move ridiculous
when one knows that there i only one
eompulsory officer for the whole State.
'That one gentleman is, T believe, in his
opinion doing his duty, Probably at times
he does more than his duty. Anyhow, he
can only travel over a very small area, and
there are places within a few miles of the
City that lave never been visited by him.
Why should one subnrb suffer as against
another? Possibly the compulsion clanse
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is now heing pushed with geater vigour
than ever before because of the introdue-
tion of this measmre. It is signifieant
that invariably it is the poor people who
are proceeded against. The head of the
family is ecompelled o take a day off in
order to defend ihe action hrought against
him in court. 1 have heen brounght into
close conirnet with these cases, for on
several oceasions I have heard the trials,
and | have seen many men who have haid
to lake a day off to defend their case for,
even sapposing they had bheen forced to
have their ehild vaceinated before the case
was heard, they were summoned just the
same. It means a considerable amount to
the poor man, for although the fine may
be only 2s. or 3s., he loses his day’s pay
and runs the rigk of losing his job as well.

Member: Ilow many of the elite have
you seen prosecuted?

Mr. BOLTON: There are none. And
T venture to say that many members, in-
cluding myself, would find it a very incon-
venient question to answev if they were
asked whether they had their children vaec-
civated in complianee with the Actk, when
it is a well-known faet that they have not
done s0. I have been told on relinble
anthority that even the grandchild of the
compulsory officer has nol yet been vae-
cinated. This child is a year old, and the
Act specifies thal the vaceination shall take
place before it is fonr months old. I
daresay that those memhers who desire to
speak on this Bill, with perhaps one ex-
cepiton, I refer to the hon. member for
Murray whose views T do not kmow wvet,
have heard the arguments on both sides.
T have not heard nor do I intend to weary
hou. members by giving them niedical
opinions on this subjeet. I think it is
wise not to do so.

Several interjections.

Mr. BOLTON: It is simply marvellous
that the interjections are coming from
those who have no interest in a Bill of this
sort.

Mr. Collier: Bnt they might have some
day. All hope has not vet heen lost.

Mr. BOLTON: It may be that some
members will rise in their places and say
that there has heen no good reason for ihe
introduction of this measure. This may
he sard hy ihe memher far Mount Mar-
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garel. 1 do not often appeal to him, but
I do hope he will not raise the stock argu-
ment that no good reasons Liave bheen ad-
vaneed. I know he is opposed to the Bill
and I honour him for his opposition. If
it is genuine he has a right to if, but T
wait to make a speeial appeal to hon,
members, and it is that this heing the
fourth oceasion on which the Bill lias heen
introduced inlo lhis House, the third thne
by miveelf, and having been fully discussed
hoth by medieal members who were in the
Chamber on former oeceasions, T sineerely
hope that the members present will take
the present opportunity of discussing the
measure, and not seek to adjourn it, thus
putting it bael for a week or a fortnight.
I appeal to hon, members in all earnest-
ness, if thev desire to oppoese the measure,
to oppose ik to-night. Let us settle the
question to-night. T have no fear of the
result, hut T ask ihem nol lo vesort b
taeties which will have the effeet of put-
tine the Bill back for a fortnight or three
weeks. T am hopeful, however, that hon.
members will act generously in regard to
the Bill. T shall have the opportunity of
answering those who may ruise ohjections,
and I shall do so with the greatest of
pleasure. Tt will be noticed that I have
several volumes before me, none of which
I have vet opened. Tf it will assist mem-
bers I shall be glad to refer to them. I
T have mueh pleasure in moving—

That the Bill be now vead a second

time.

Mr. ANGAVIN (East Fremantle) @ T
sineerely trust that hon. members will deal
with the Bill this session. It is anly trying
to bring into foree an Aet of Parliament
which exists at the preseni time in Eng-
land, and, I believe, in some of the other
States. Tt contains merely a conseientions
clanse whielh will not affect the hon. mem-
ber for Mount Margaret who has inter-
jeeted so much. There is not the least
doubt that there 1is great opposition
thronghent the State to vaecinalton.  We
cannot get hevond the fact that a large
numher of people conseientiously object to
it.

Mr. Horan: How many have heen con-
vieted ?

Mr. ANGWTN: T eannot sav, but T
know some have bheen convieted. and T
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kuow ihis, that those who have heen con-
vieted, zome on more than one occasion,
retnsed 10 comply with the provisiuns of
the Act for conscientious reasons, aund [
certainly think that we shonld only tollow
the practice of other countries aml pass
sueh a Bill as this. Therve i anather
matter which [ notice was referred to in
one of the newspapers the other day. and
of which the member for Ivanhoe has jusi
reminded me. Tt is necessary that we
siould make an efforf to get all the popu-
lation we can inte the State, especially in
view of the financial agreemenl which was
recently arrived af by ihe State Premiers
with the Federal Government. | noiiced
in the newspaper that a man wha was
fined 1s. for refusing to have hiz child
vaceinated said thal he would zend s
wife and family out of (he State becanse
of the vaecination laws, and as under ile
agrecment 1 have just referred to we are
to reeceive 23s. per head of our population.

it will be seen that the removal of a man -

with his wife and family from the Staie
will mean a loss. T thionk that when
people who have conseientious objections
to having their ehildren vaceinated prefer
to leave the State rather than comply with
an Act sueh as that at present in force,
and which they believe o be an injustice,
T think it 13 our duly to remove that in-
justice. T trust that hon. members will
et the Bill sent quickly to another place
so that it may speedily become law.

Mr. FOULRKES (Claremont): There
were bwo arruments used hv the member
for North Fremantle in introducing the
Bill.  One was that he had already sub-
uitted the measure to the House on three
occasions and ithe other was that all the
members of the Ministry had supporied
it.

Mr. Bolion: Oh, no! I did not say
that.

Mr. FOULKES: That was the argu-
u ent used.

Air. Bolton : The member for Fremantle,
who was Minister for Works, opposed it.

My, FOULKES: T reeret to netice that
he refrained from mentioningz the fact that
the niember for Mount Margaret, who
arted =« Colanial Secretary Tor somne lime.
had offrrod the Bill most strennous oppo-
sition, and not only that, but that he had

repeated the reasons against the passage
of the measure which had been advanced
by the medical member of Parliament we
had here, Dr. Hicks. who too was a
strenuons opponent of the measure, 1 sub-
mit that no one in the House is really
capuable of passing an opinion with rezard
to the Bill; that is, an apinion thar will
carry weight with the majority of  the
people in the country. 1 an one of those
whe believe strongly in the necessty for
every porson heing vaecinated. hut sull T
do not shut my eyes lo the facl that there
are a large number of people why lave
slrong conseienlious views with regard to
the necessity for vaccination. L want to
call ithe attention  of the member who
moved the second reading of the Bill to the
faet that T think he has wade a mistake
with rezard to the law as il exists in the
old country. I know there are a great
namber of people there who are strongly
upposed fo vaceination, and a Bill Las been
passed, unforinnately I have not got it
here before me. which provided that where
a person had a conscientions objectivn to
vacetnation, he eonlid obtain relief from
his anxieftes of having those depending
upon him vaccinaled. | want to eall at-
tention to the seeond clause of the Biil
which provides that any person who makes
a declarution that he conscientiously he-
heves Ihat vaecination would he prejudi-
cial to the health of a child shall he re-
leased from the liability of lhaving that
child vaceinated. In the old couniry, 1
amn speaking from memory now, it is pro-
vided that any person who has a eon-
seientious ohjection to vaecinalion ean go
before a magistrate and inake a staiu-
tory declaration,

Mr. Bolion: That is an old law.

Mr. FOULKES : Yes, hut it has heen in
exiztence for a number of years. [ re-
caonise that there are many people quite
prepared to make a statutory declaration,
in fact many will make a statutory deelar-
ation ahout any snbject; they do not attach
much importance te what they are doing
in such eircumstances. T woold sugpest
to the hon, member who is in charge of
the Bill that lie should agree that such a
statutory deciaration should be made he-
fore a resident magistrate in the disiriet.

Mr. Balton: Tt is impossible.
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Mr. FOULKES: Any way I would not
allow a declaration to be made without
a certain amount of care heing taken to
see that the people who made it did not
do so merely Lo save their children from
being vaceinated.

Mr. Bolton: It is nol a lazy parent
yon are asking that for now,

Mr. FOULKES: There cannol be mueh
objection in those places where the popn-
Iation is large and where there is gener-
ally a resident magistraie who may easily
be got at. Take Pertin Fremantle, and
Kalgoorlie, three large commaunities which
make up balt  the wvopulation of this
State; T do not think there won!d be any
objection on the pari of the people i
those places o g0 before  a resident
magstrale.

Mr. Bolton: Take the way-back places.

Mr. FOULKES: Anyway T would re-
commetrd the hon. member to eonsider
that azpeet of the casze, and T hope he will
not press the Bill (o the Committee stage
this evening.

Mr, TAYLOR (Mount Margaret): T
have heen aceused to-night of offering very
strong oppesition to this measare on a
previcus oceasion. T did so, but not with-
out having emmsidered the wvalue of the
parent meagure, that dealing with comn-
pulsory vaceination, T am in that happy
position to-night that I ean speak ahso-
lutely a= an uninterested person, and in
speaking I shall de so in the interests of
the commmunity as a whole and not for
myself. We lave been reminded by the
member for Claremont that when this Bill
was before the House, T think the last
time or the time before, we had a medieal
man here representing Roebourne in the
person of Dr. Hieks. That gentleman iz
a practieal man with experienee and train-
ing whieh no member in this House pos-
sesses, and he not only gave his own
views in opposition to this measure, but
he addressed himself to the subjeet at
some length and brought forward the
opinions of scienlifically {rained brains
in eonnection with the matter. He pointed
out elearly and distinetly, from the very
ingeption of eompulsory vaecination in
the old couniry, how the death rate ap-
plied wiih reference to the vaecinated and
unvaecinated when attacked with an epi-

~
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demie of small-pox. Now, these fgures
alone should eonvinee any lay minds that
vaceination must he a safegnard against
small-pox. 8¢ far as T have gone into the
matter 1 have yet to learn that if you vae-
einate a child yon wholly immune it from
small-pox—it enly makes the attack ow
the vaceinated person less severe.

Mr. Bolton: That is very questionable.

Mr. TAYLOR: I will vead the speecl
delivered by Dr ticks, or at leasi the
portions of it pointing out——

Members: No, no!

My, TAYLOR: The hon. members who
ave in favour of this Bill fear arguments.
and fear proot against it

Mr. Seaddan: What aboui the child?

Mr. TAYLOR: It is not a matter of
the child, it is a matter of the State. The
mnvaceinated eld, if it catehes small-pox.
is absolutely certain Lo get it in a more
violent form, whicli of course means in-
creased risk of contagion. Thus the un-
vaecinated uare permitted to destroy the
safeguard for the vaceinated person. For
we kpow that vaeeination does not pre-
vent their catching of small-pox, but only
enables them to resist attacks, while the
possibility of enre is greater by, T cannot
say how much without referring to the
statistics,

My, Scaddan:  You
grown-up people being
hecause the bahy eannot
ine if.

Mr. TAYLOR : It has heen proved he-
youd doubdt that it is neeessary that vae-
cination should be; amd the hon. members
who are in favour of doing away with
vaceination woull, I am perfectly safis-
fied, if an epidenic were to hreak out in
this Staie to-morrow, be the hirst to rush
aff and get vaccinated.

do nol hear of
vaceinated: hut
uhjeet you wade

Mr. Bolton: T would never he vae-
cinated.
Mr. TAYLOR: Well. it has always

heen my experience that the person whe
says e is eapable of holding out is the
first, as soon as lhe is squeezed, to give

_way.

Mr,
child?
Me. TAYLOM: T do not know what T
may do when ! get a bit of age om my
side, bul T am rather too young yet o go

Bolton:  Well, why squeeze the



(8 SepTeMEeER, 1909, ]

round with o pram, But let that be as it
may, ilis ennseience clause is absolulely
a faree. Vaeeination is either wood or no
gond, and thoze lon. members in thiz
House who helieve that vaecination is no
safeguard and of no value onghi not to
be content with this half measure, this
conscienee clause. Under this eonscience
clause thuse who do nol wish to have their
children vaceinated will simply go and
make a deelaration in accordance with
this measure. and they will he exempt
from vaceinating their ¢hildren; bt that
will Ire destroying the safeguard of those
who ave vaecinated. Ton might as well
sav thai if people de not believe m keep-
ing thetr sanilation in order they should
not he compelled to de so. Fortunately,
however, the peaple know that any ne-
gleet in this vespeet would endanger the
health of the whole eommunity, and eon-
sequently  the sanitation officer goes his
rounds and insisis upon the serviee.

Mr. Bath: Tf you made them keep their
rlaces clean there would he uo necessity
for vaceinating ehildren.

Mr. TAYLOR: Well then, perhaps, in-
stead of econsidering this Bill, it would
be belter to leave the question wntil we
have the Health Dill before v, We have
people coming o our shores who arve un-
der no necessity to look 1o theirssanita-
tion i their eoulry, and these
propie bring diseuse  here  with  them.
Small-pox is a disease not peculiar to
Australia; it is brought here and is a
highly dangerous disease. I have dis-
cussed the question with many medieal
men and they have told me that they so
far helteve in vaecination that if they
weore about te leave Australia and go to
other climes where small-pox is more gen-
erally in evidence Lhey would he immedi-
ately vaceinated. (Interjeetion.) T do
not know how they administer the law in
Great Britain, but evidently it is being
administered in this State with a rigowr
sufficient o raise the ire of some hon.
members.

Mr. Heitmann: Are you vaccinated?

Mr. TAYLOR: T do not know whether
vaceination wouald teach an hon. member
the rudiments of decornm in this Cham-
her; if s0, T would suzgest that the hon.

awll
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member himselt be vaccinated. Apart.
however. frot side issues, I lave con-
sistently opposed this measure on erounds.
which | have previously given to the
Hovse, Now 1 wilt give o the hon. mem-
ber for North Fremantle n few of those
erounds as related by Dr. Hicks Lo the
Huouse, The Lon. mewber will see then if
vaceination iz of any valne or not. We
find that the number of cares of small-
pox in Leicester was 320 out of 1,220
contacts, Of these 3200 there were 78 vac-
ctnated children under 10 years of age,
of whom twoe contracied sinall-pox, but
neither of whom died. OFf the unvaccin-
ated childven of 10 vears of age lhere
were 283 contacts; of these there werce
10 cases and 13 deaths. The incidence of
the attack of small-pox on the vaceinated
children under 10 years of age amounted
tn 2.5 per eenl. with ne deaths, whereas
the incideuce of the atiack of smail-pox
on fhe unvaccinated ehildven under 10
vears of age was 33.3 per cent.. and the
death rate 5.3. The percentage of dJeath
rales eompares favourably: but the eom-
parisnn of 2.5 per cent. against 33.3 per
cenl. of attacks shows that vaecination is
a very good prolection,

Mr. Hovran: The mortality arose from
different causes.

M, TAYLOR: The member for Roe-
hourne did not put that view Forward, and
I can only repeat what the hon, member
said in the Honse. The member for Yil-
earn can assume other things if he
pleases, which I am not prepared io do.
T ean only give the faets which Dr. Hicks,
as a medical man, gave the House. T
am not, I way say, going to offer the
resistance to this Bill which T have done
on the last three oecasions it has heen
hefore the Chamber. T was prepared Lo
hloek the measure and was suceessful.
The few members in this House who did
oppose the measure were successful on
three oceasicns, and T must take my share
of the blame which the memhber for North
Fremantle has placed on my shoulders to-
night, for I opposed it strenuously: so
much s0 that in common with other hon.
tnembers I amn responsible for the killing
of the measure, for the keeping of it down
on the Notice Paper and not allewing it
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to show its hend. The utility of bringing
the Bill forward, in the opinion of the
Government was absolnte nonsense, and
the Bill never reached a prominent place
oti the Nolice Paper.

Mr. Bolton: 1t passed the third read-
ing, ns you know.

Mr, TAYLOR: I am not going to ulfer
the same opposition now. If the House
believe in u econseience clanuse they eon
have it, but I, for my part, do not he-
lieve in if, As far as T am conecerned,
I believe 1 have done my best to prolect
the people against this measure, and if it
is (he opinion of the majority of the
House that a conseience clause should be
in the Bill, T have said all that T intend
to saxy on the matter.

My, BATH (Brown Hill): T have sup-
ported the Bill in ihe past and I intend
to support it on this occasion. Not be-
eause I do not believe thal vaeeination is
a sopewhat elumsy and cumbersome ex-
pedient for minimising, to some extent,
the effeet that an epidemic might have
in this or in any other commmnity; bul
T support the Bill beecause I helieve that
in the past and at the present time o
measure of wvaceination has heen and iz
only a scheme devized as a sort of insur-
ance to obviate the necessity for property
awners carrying out that regard to clean-
liness which would make a Bill such as
this utterly impossible in any civilised
community, Small-pox is a disease hred
in dirt and filth, in the Asiatic lazarets,
and in the abodes of filth in Eastern com-
munities: and it only gets a footing in
any other community beeause the filth is
ihere also. and the germs find the filth
in whieh te germinate. If we kept our
placos elean; if we insisted that property
owners shonld ohserve the laws of health,
and earry out those laws and regulations
whiech we preseribe from time to tiwe;
then small-pox, or any other epidemic
wonld have no opportunity of hreaking
out in our midst. You have only to torn
to the eanal zone in Central Amerien,
For centuries the West Indies, the Norih-
ern part of South Ameriea, and Central
America have heen decimated by the curse
of wellow fever. But when the Tnited
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States Government found il essential,
it ever the eanal was to be made a suceess,
that they should have there a body of
workmen to earry on the undertaking
they were faced with the necessity, from
a ¢ommerecial point of view, of obviating
the possibility of epidemics deeimating
the rauks of their workers, What did
they do? They got their medieal men,
with the necessary scientific knowiadge,
and gave them absolutely a free hand;
placed funds al their disposal, and said,
“We want you to make this canal zone
as healthy as it possibly can be made®
These men had the money and the full
power, and to-day, or during the past
few years, there has not been one death
from yellow fever im that canal zone,
where in pnst years the disease earried
off its thousands and, indeed, its (en=s
of thousands. And it is time, if wa de-
sire to be regarded as a civilised comnmn-
ity, that we should do away with this ex-
pedient, this insurance against the results
of neglect, which the owners of properly
and vested interests impose upon us. It
is me we got away from the expedient
of prisoning the blood of yonng children,
and set our minds to work to take the
proper remedy, and that is to make our
places elean, to enforee all the laws of
eleanlipess, and to make it impossible for
this disense of dirt and filth to find a
resting place in our midst. That is the
reason why I support the Bill moved hy
the hon. member.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara): I op-
pose this Bill because I am eonvineced
that vaecination is a preventive to small-
pox, thengh T wonld be perfectly satisfied
if a majority of members passed it.
Fvery time the Bill has been brought be-
fore the House we have heen shown good
reasons by the proposers for reftaining
the Aet as it 3s. To-night the hon. mem-
ber introducing the measure told us that
he would not repeal the Aet hecanse there
may he an epidemie. in which case he
wants all the material for vaccination at
hand.

Mr. Boltan: Yon are wrong there.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Well, we will
have a look at Hensard to-morrnw, but
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at any rate I understood the hon. member
to say that he would not repeal the Act
because it might be useful in the case of
an epidemie.

Mr. Bolton: I said that I would nout
prevent any person who believed in vac-
cination haviog his child vaccinated, and
that at the time of an epidemie, us there
mizht be some who believed in vaceina-
tion, they could be vaecinated; but that is
very different,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: At any rate T
have heard arguments used by other wem-
hers that they would not repeal the Act
becaunse it there were an epidemic the
provisions of the Aet would be uscful
for keeping down small-pox. But the
verv Bill shows that those who propose
this mensure ave not convinced of its
utility.  Otherwise they would not at-
rempi to have a conscience clanse. I
have pointed out again and again that if
vaceination is no good we oughi to do
away with it, but that if it is good then
we should all be vacginated; and I have
pointed out again and again that the fact
that a person has to go before a Judge
or a magistrate or a justice of the peace
elaiming that he has consecientious objec-
iions, is foolish in the extreme and a
preposal unworthy of Parliament. There
is another point well worth eonsideration,
and perhaps it would he well if the Min-
istry took a little interest in the question.
The hon. member assures us that there
were 7,750 children born last year, while
anly 616 were vaccinated. That means
that something less than 10 per ceni. of
the ehildren horn were vaceanated. I
wave previously eompiained of the admin-
islraiion by the Government. It seems to
ne . that almost everything they do is ad-
ninistered to the extent of 10 per ecent.
The Government pay about £200 a year
- an officer whese duty it is to see that
hese children are vaceinated, but we find
‘hat only about eight per cent. or nine
ser cent. of them are vaccinated. Now I
rontend that it is the duty of the Govern-
nent to sack that officer, or to see that
1e does his work. Tt is a ridieulons pro-
sosal to pay a man and allow him fo
qry on his affairs like that: and it is
wually nidieulous for a member to come
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before the House with a Bill to retain
that officer, when it is proved by results
that the officer is not worth a penny of
the salary.

My. Angwin: The officer conld not look
after the whole State.

Mr. CNDERWOQOD: At any rate he
could look after Fremantle. There were
more than 616 ehildren born down there.
L intend io vote against the Bill; but if
ibe second reading be carried, in Com-
mitlee 1 shall endeavour to strike out a
considerable portion of the Bill,

Mr, Bolton: Yes; anytling to kill it

Mr. UNDERWOOIY: 1 do net propose
to do anything to kill the measare; but
[ do say that if we ave going te have
no penalties let us have no trouble what-
ever. 1 contend that if it is not neces-
sty fo have a child vacvinated it is not
necessary to send a man to o magistrate
to get a certificate; and I intend to move
an amendment in Committee which will
meel the objeetivn of the hon. member
for North Fremantle; that is, that the
provigions shall simply be enforced in the
case of an epidemie, and that we shall
do away with the compulsory elause, or
with the penalty for non-vaceination. If
we obtain that we shall obtain as much as
we possibly e¢an. The member for North
Fremantle said that we had heard argu-
menis from both sides. Perhaps we
have; I will not say anything about that;
but therc is one thing I want to say in
rezard to the remarks made by the Leader
of the Opposition. Those remarks to me
were very cheerful, parficularly when he
was ftalking about those landlords. ¥ am
sorry I connot altogether agree with the
hon. member, hecanse I would like to. Tt
imay be true that we would not require
vaccination if we had cleanliness; but the
faet is we have not cleanliness and we
have to deal with things as they are. I
would like to have a go at those landlerds
with an axe; buat that is not legal; there-
fore seeing that we cannot get at the
landlords we perhaps had better retain
vaccination untl we get more reason
from the electors. If the second reading
be carried I intend to move the amend-
menis T have foreshadowed.
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Mr. WALKER (Kanowna): [ am not
quite sure that I do not go a long way
with the last speaker. T think if we be-
lieve a thing is an evil we shonld destroy
it and not maintain it in any form. Un-
deubtedly we arve in the posilion that we
are expecied to protect the public from
contagion, or from any other insidious
danger that might be communicated from
nhe person (o another. If it be necessary
to proteet onr people by the introduetion
of the virns to prevent small-pox, by all
imeans dees it not hecome our duty to in-
sist npon a law, which is protecling the
preople, being earried oul; but the quesiion
for us to consider is: does vaceination
prevent or mitigate small-pox? If we
are positively convineed—I do not mean
to soy that if we are of opinion; but if
we are ahsolutely sure. then we must in-
gist rm the law we have on the statute-
book heing eomplied with: but ou the
other hand, if we believe vaecination to
be as greal an evil as small-pox, then it
is our duty fo remove compulsory vae-
einalion as a law from our stainte-hook;
and T should go ihat distanee. TUnfor-
tunately we cmmot go that distance to-
night because a Bill of that character is
not hefore us. We are vow asked to
allow those whe helieve (hal vaeeination
is an undoubted danger to escape from
being foreced to submit to that danger.
We have heen told hy the member for
Claremont (Mr. FPoulkes) that this is a
¢umestion for medical men to deal with.
The member for Mt. Margarvet {Mv. Tay-
lor) said the same, We were fold that
we were all lavmen in the Chamber, and
therefore it was a matter we should not
pronounce an opinion on, but I submit
that if we are laymen we have aecess to
the opinions of medical men, I say it
with all doe respect, quite eqnal in eapa-
eity to give judgment as Dr. Hieks, n
former member of the Chamber. And I
propose to trouble the House with reading
only a few brief extracts from those who
are capable of speaking on the subject.
Mr. Walter R. Hadwen, M.D., L.LR.C.P.,
M.R.C.5,, L.S.A., gold medallist in medi-
cine and surgery, says—

“As a medical man I assert that
vaceination is an insult te eommon
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senge, lhat il is superstitious in its
origin, that it is unatisfactory in
theory and practice, and useless and
dangernus in character.  And further-
more, if voun are going to commit
such a verv serions operalion as {his,
naniely, to lake this lilthy virns and in-
aenlate it into the human being, then vou
musi he prepared to give a guarantee
that it will effeet that which youn pro-
fess it will effect, and that it will pro-
duce no injurions resnlts. 1 defy any
medical man in the United Kingdom
to give u guarantee (o that effeet; and
tf no guarantee can be given, the Legis-
lature has no right lo enforee it.”

Mr. Collier: Theve are dozens of such
opinions.

Mr. WALKER: There are. T want
to read one or two only to show that it
is nol merely a layma’s opiion, bhut
that the highest authority ean be cited
against vaveination, Alfred Russell Wal-
lace, a name honoured ihroughout the
Rritish Enipire, a wan not only eminent
hat pre-eminent in science. an  author
whose works are quoted by seientisis of
the highest standing. says—

“Tt eanuot be proved thal il ever
saved a single life. but is probably the
canse of greater mortality than small-
pox itself.”

Now put that against the opinton of the
metnber for Mt. Margaret. Nobody can
cainsay the authority of Alfred Russell
Wallace; but if I may depart from medi-
eal men and just cite one or iwo—say a
conple—of those who stand high in pnb-
lie estimaiion for their eommon sense, for
their keen judgment, and their high at-
tainments, at least in general knowledge.
let me take the late John Bright, M.P., a
household name, a name that will ever be
respected wherever the English langunage
is spoken. John Bright says—

“T have always felt that the law
which inflicts penalty after penalty on
the parent who is unwilling to have
his child vaccinated is monstrous and
onght to be repealed.”

Now is there one member who will claim
to stand above John Bright? And yet
thal is his opinion, that the law is mon-
strons and ought to he repealed. Then
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take Sir Thomas Chambers, in the House
of Commons debate on vaccination. He
says, “You cannot show that vaccination
ever saved a single life”’ When I am
cotifrouted with authorities like these 1
cannol help but feel that they are im-
portant to me as a guidance. Let us
take another medical authority. Dr.
Stramm, medical staff officer in the Prus-
sian army, said—

“T mryself have been vaccinated and
iwice suecessfully -re-vaceinated and
yet ... I have heen attacked with
emall-pox in the ozt vielent confluent
form,

This man is an eminent army doctor, and
ke gives the sirongest possible testimony
against vaceination.

The Minister for Mines: Do they not
insist in Germany upon men in the army
heing vaceinated every two years?

Mr. WALKER: Because once super-
slition existed, is that an argument why
one should never eradieate it? The Min-
ister is a man of a considerable amount of
reading, and has he not in the history
of medieal seience, or the history of the
development of eivilisation, read of (he
old faith cures. ihe visitx of the pilgrims
of faith? Does e not know how century
after century people believed in the effi-
cacy of the bone of a dead mariyr to
cure all sorts ot diseases?  There are
superslitions in every avenue of life; in
every profession one finds Lhese old fic-
tions that eome down from the old un-
holy past. Tt is the most dillieult thing
in the world to get rid of what bas been
taught us from our echildhood upwards.
We are told of Dr. Jolnson bimself,
whose intellect was of the very highesi
type, a teacher of mankind from his day
to the presenl, that he could not walk
along a pathway where ihere were posts
but he must toueh every one he passed.
and if be passed one withont touching it.
and diseovered his error. be would walk
back and touch it.  There is no safe-
guard against supersfifion, and the hug-
est one ihat ever aficted medical svience
is this of vaccination.

Mr. Male: Why have Japan adopted
it ?
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Mr. WALKER : Japan is o baby in
medical science, sitting at the feet
of the Western world. and the Western
world is not particular what kind of
pills she mixes up for her new patient
to take. When we consider the strength
and the respectability of the agitation
which has been going on for years in
England, which has brought to its side
the ablest ancd foremost thinkers, the
most accomplished scientists, the most
learned men in  medical knowledge :
when we convider the brave way in which -
the law which compels a parent to submit
hix child to the lance, impregnated
with poison, has heen resisted, surely
we in this Chamber must hesitate before
we pin our adherence to the old faith
of Dr. Jenner. Medical science is still,
I venture to think, only at the threshold
of genuine knowledge. 1t is only since
the days of Pasteur reform that we have
gained knowledge of that medical science
which departs altogether from the old
fixed notions, and which is opening up
all those possibilities that the discoveries
in bactericlogy have disclosed. 1t is
recent, it is new, there has been a complete
revolution in" this science. just as great,
in fact. as there has been in electricity
or organic chemistry.  Shull we go back
to Jenner for our dogmas in medicel
science and stick to them ? Yet this is
what we are asked to do, to stick to that
old science thmt has been completely
revoelutionised. Of course, those of the
old school. the doctors of the ald school,
stick to it, but the new school, as 1
have shown, and could show by a thou-
sand names, are constantly departing
from it. The vaccine virus is a poison,
and any one has the right to object to
transplant such a mischievous poison
compulsorily into the life of a child.
It is not a layman who says thar, but it
is a docter of eminent standing. ‘“No-
thing is clearer to anyone who will open
his eves than that what is now called
vaccination has no effect in Jessening
small-pox. and has frequent and terrible
effect in doing mischief.” That isjthe
opinion of Professor F. W. Newman.
He is not a layman, but a man qualified
to speak. T could cite names for an hour,
There are parents in this State who
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fiemly believe that they run a risk,
the possibilities of which they cannot
foresee, in submitting their children
to vaccination. T know families who
bave discovered it, have seen the ill
effects of vaccination in their own
children. There are those who, placing
their faith in the law, have submitted
their first child to wvaccination. That
child has grown up with consumption, ot
with some other disease, sometimes
with foul diseases, too foul to be men-
tioned in a polite assembly, and the
child has grown up with its sisters and
brothers—those sisters and hrothers in
perfect health, robust and strong and
healthy-minded—~a dwaref, carrving dis-
ease along with it through every stage
of its prowth, and one goes to these
parents and says, * submit every child
you have to wvaccination,” and this
after the expevience they have had
of one child, and the evii effects which
have resalted to it and would last its
life through. The child can never escape
from the disease vaccination has given,
although it mey escape from smalipox.
There are those who have been zent to our
asylums, and the cause can he traced
back to some disease that has grown
from the pericd of wvacecination, and
extended until it reached the brain
and disorganised the tissues, and madness
has resulted, and one asks the parents
of that child to place implicit faith and
blind confidence in the doctrine of
vaceination. [t i3 no matter for jest,
for the health of the future depends
upon this question. Where can one
find generally a betier class of children
than we have in these Australian States
and yet there is no part of the world
where compulsory vaccination is ad-
mainistered where it is more laxly admin-
istered. It is laxly administered here,
and we escape from the law when we
can, for we love it not. Out of the
7.000 children born in one year only
600 were forced to be vaceinated. Ts it
not 8 farce that such a state of affairs
should exist ? Some say that we should
force our single vaccination officer to
compel the vaccination of every child
in the State. The CGovernment them-
salves admit that it is a farce to have
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one officer for all the people of Westerr
Australia. The officer must pop
first thing in the morning at Broome
and after that drop in at Day Dawn
swoop down on TWalgoorlie, then turr
into  Coolgardie, and finally end a
North Fremantle. Surely as it is suct
a farce, let us admit it and put an end tc
this state of affairs. We object tc
being compelled to submit childrer
to what may be a horrible death., TUndel
the proposed Bill.a person shall not be
penalised for ftrving to protect his
child from harm. T know mothers anc
fathers who would risk gaol again anc
again rather than submit their childrer
to the danger and the ill effects of vac
cination. which they have seen or ex
perienced. Why should the Iaw step
in and force them to this martydom °
Are we civilized 7 We cannot prove that
vaccination suits us, we cannot provy
that it prevents disease, nay, the whol¢
theory of prevention is now given up
even by the advocates of vaccination
Vaccination does not even mitigate the
disease, and yet we sensible pesople
with medical testimony of this kinc
heforc uvs, say we will put mothers anc
fathers in prison if they do not submi
their innocent babes to inoculation by
poison. Tt seems to me we are bacl
in the old superstitious times, wher
people had to smell bones and dirt ir
order to be cured of their diseases. W
are in a superstitious age still, we are
not using reason Or even colminonsense
but are submitting blindly to a [aitl
which hns been again and again exploded
It is for us. as the Leader of the Op
position has said, to protect the future
This fell disease when it comes, whateve
predisposing cause there may be, doe:
not always come from dirt, for king
and queens have perished from it. W
only need to remember the case o
Lonis XV. and our own Queen Anne
The disease touches the cleanest palaci
a3 well as the dirty cottage. What we
do need is to study the laws of healtl
which govern ourselves, and the laws o
cleanliness which takes away the miasms
and the filth of the atmosphere. W
need care in that direction, and if we
attempt to get that we shall have ¢
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healthy population. There was not only
smallpox in the olden days but many
mher diseases. such as the black death,
plegnue, and. in fact, thousands of other
epideniics that periodically swept over
the pathways of commerce in days gone
by. Medical science and progress and,
above all, sanitary improvements, have
mitigated the ferocity of these pests, and
there is no fear of the ravages of this
diseaze of smallpox as there was in
days gone by. Whatever there may be in
this respect, vne thing is certain, that
we are in duty bound m the face of
testimony 1 have cited to-night, and
could cite still further, if necessery, to
give liberty to the conscience of parents
and tv give thern immunity from
persecution and imprisenment and fine
if they refuse to risk the diseases that
come from vaccination. I am pleased
that the Bill is here, Tt is & step in the
right direction. but it does not go as
far us T would like. Tt goes far enough,
however. to enable us to express an
opinion to-night, and I have much plea-
sure in supporting the second reading.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Grepory}: 1 would like to say that
personally 1 am in favour of the Bill.
I rhink we should have svine method
hy which parents who do not believe in
vaccination should not be compelled
to comply with the compulsory clauses
of the parent Act. However, the cues-
tion is one that needs alot of consideration,
more especially in regard to legislation
of this description, and the possibility
at any time of an epidemic occurring
by which we might require to take
stringent and drastic action. I would
ask hon. members not to be led away
by the admirable discourse we have
just listened to, and believe that the
medical men who have recommended
vaccination have been induced to do so
through medieal superstition. The hon.
member may be able to point out some
half a dozen or a dozen medical men
who do not believe in vaceination, but
it is posgible, on the other hand, to
point to a far greater number of medical
men high up in the medical world who
have pronounced their faith in the

virtues of vaccination. DMore than that,
although it is not possible to prove how
many persons’ lives have been saved by
vaceination, statistics have shown that
where there has been an epidemic of
smallpox, those who have been previously
vaccinated have been less liable to get
the mealady than those who were not
vaccinated. The hon. member also drew
& picture of the danger of a child having
vaccine introduced into the system,
but at the present day, with the methods
adopted of using pure lymph. there
is not that grave danger which existed
Many Years ago.

Mr. Bolton: Have you read the
report of the Royal Commission of t.he
House of Commons ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : No,
1 have not. I do not want the Bill to
go to the Committee stage to-night.
I am quite prepared to vote for the
second reading, and I want the member
for North Fremantle to understand that
T am going to vote with him, but T would
like to get some medical opinions on the
matter before we reach the Commitiee
stage. I appeai to the hon. member to
agree to the second reading to-night,
and to the postponement of the Com-
mittee stage, so that we may have a
short time in which to consult the
medical facuity,

Mr. BOLTOX (in reply) :
that the Committee stage should not
be taken to.night, but not for the
purpose of enabling the hon. Minister
to consult the medical authorities.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

I am willing

BILL—WORKERS" COMPEXSA-
TION ACT AMENDMEXNT.
Second Reading.

Mr. HUDSON (Dundas) in moving
the second reading said : I am pleased to
have the opportunity so early this session
of introducing a Workers" Compensation
Act Amendment Bill. My desire in the
Bill is to bring our legislation in this
direction as much up-to-date as possible.
I do not propose to deal at any length
with the various amendments that are con-
tained in the Bill before the Chamber. be-
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«cause the Bill jtself was before the House
during the whole of last session, and every
niernber had the opportanity of digesting
its contents and considering the pro-
positions as they relate to the original
measure, and 1 have no doubt that hon.
members are as fully acquainted with the
provisions as I am myself. However, I
think there is necessity for the introduc-
tion of some such measure as this, he-
cause [ believe that instead of being in
the van of legislation of this description,
we are hopelessly in the rear. The law
of England at the present time is far
more liberal than that which obtains. in
Western Australia, and I will point out
«during the course of my remarks that the
amendments proposed obtain in England
to-day, and have obtained there since
1906. [ do not propose to make any
further general observations, but to deal
with the amendments as they appear in
the Bill. The first two amendments are
with relation to definitions. One is as to
“injury ”’ and the other as to the defini-
tion of “ worker.” ‘The alteration with
regatd to the definition of ““injury ™ is one
-of considerable importance, because it
introduces specifically, the definition, or
the inclusion of a disease, as being in the
natare of an injury : that is to say, a
disease contracted during the course of a
worker’s employment. This portion of
the measure will come up for consider-
ation in the latter part of the Bill, but the
most important perhaps of all is the defi-
nition of ** worker.” Under our present
Act compensation payable to workers is
eonfined to those who are expressly men.
tioned in the Act itself. In this defini.
tion compensation is made payable to all
employees except those who are expressly
excluded. The difference is perhaps not
at first fully realised. but I want to make
it clear that it is the intentton of this
definition of a worker to make the pro-
vigions of this measure extend to all
classes of employment, and that where
the relationship of naster and servant
exist. that provision should be made ior
the payment of compensation to a person
who is injured or disabled whether from
accident or disease in the course of om-
ployment. or in the event of death, that
the dependants of that person should be
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provided for. This definition is taken
almost word for word from the English
Act, and the observations made in the
House of Commons when that Bill was
introduced there induced me to believe
that it was satisfactory not only to theen-
ployer but to the emplpyee, and. although
it was sugpgested et the time that there
might be a diffienlty with regard to in-
surance, a difficulty in making noi only
for an increase in cost, but in ascertaining
what really was the responsibility of the
employer, and 1 think, from the reports
I have read, that the experience gained in
England in the working of their Act of
1906, justifies us, at any rate, in adopting
their definition of a worker and extending
the provisions of the Act as it is proposed
to e done in this particular Bill. Bear-
ing in mind the extent of the measure, 1
would Jike it to be anderstoed that it is
confinecl, at any rate, to cases where there
is a contract of service or apprenticeship
with an employer whether by way of
manual labour. eclerical work, or other-
wise, s0 that the measure is confined to
that extent that there must be a relation.
ship between master and servant. As 1
suggested I propose to run through the
Bill and the various amendments. Some
of them are of minor importance and may
not seem to fit in well with the arguiments
on the larger question, but as 1 iave made
the suggestion. | propose to {ollow it.
The next alterntion of consequence is also
taken [romr the more liberal measure
which obtains in England to-day. and
that is the striking out of the clause re-
lating to compensation, and inserting a
new clause, the effect being that it would
mean an alteration in this direction. A
the present time no compensation is pay-
able to a worker when the accident ariscs
from the wilful misconduct of that emn-
ployee in the course of his employment ;
that is to sav, that a defence may be raised
and may be proved by the employer that
the aceident or death of the worker was
the result of his own serious and wilful
misconduet. when no compensation 18
payable. The very wuse of the words
“serions and wilful ”  misconduet has
led to a areat deal of irritation be-
tween the workers and their employers ;
it has led to a great deal of litigation
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between them as to what was and what
was not serious and wilful misconduct,
and also to a great deal of hardship and
practically to the abolition of the prin-
<iples of the measure by the withholding
from the widows and orphans of & de-
ceased worker that compensation to
which they would have been otherwise
entitled.
this Bill as it has been taken in Eng-
land, and not to trespass beyond that
stage. The alteration to be made on the
passing of this measure will be that there
will still be the defence open to the em-
ployer that he is not liable to pay com-
pensation if the worker has been guilty
of serious and wilful misconduct, but that
that defence will not be allowed to be
raised in the event of death, or the serious
permanent disablement of the worker:
As T have shown, without giving in.
stances, there is so much irritation and
litigation in regard to the clause as it
stands in our own Act that I think this
will commend itself to the House. De.
cause it could not, T think, be seriously
urged that any man could be wilfully
guilty of serious misconduct which wonld
lead to his own death. or to his serious
and permanent disablement.

The Attorney CGeneral: Does not that
oceur i nines  oceasionally, wherc
miners smoke, and cause an explosion ?

Mr. Heitmann: They are working under
responsible officers.

Mr. HUDSOXN : There are the under-
ground managers and the foremen and
the bosses to see that this does not cccur.
Certainly sometimes instances of that
class hiave occurred, but it is rarely that
accidents have been caused by serious
and wilful misconduet ; and 1 do nut
know any cases where smoking has
caused such dire results,

The Attorney General : T am referring
to ecoal miners.

Mr. Bath: They are searched. and
their pipes are taken away from them.

Mr. HUDSON : For my part, T am re-
ferring more particularly to gold mines.
Of the next two alterations, the frst is
only technical, but the second relates to
the question of costs in aciions brought
jor the recovery of damages under the
Employers' Liability Act. or at cominon

I only propose to go so far with -
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law. At present, in uvases of accident,
it is open to injured persons, or their
dependants, to bring a case at common
law where negligence will have to be
proved ; or under the Employers’ Liu-
bility Act where, again, negligence has
to be proved under slightly cifferent con-
ditions. And it is provided in our Actthat
il a worker be unsuccessiul in his action
in these regards he may still be entitled
to compensation under the Waorkers'
Compensation Act. But under our
present Act, the Judge at a trial must
and shall order that the costs occasioned
by the other claims, in which the
worker has been unsuccessful, should be
deducted. Now the actions are all tried
together, and Judges have from time to
time expressed a wish on their own
account that they should have a dis-
cretionary power and be able to say that
the worker should not be responsible for
such costs, or he should only, in certain
instances, be responsible for a portion of
them. The effeet of the amendment as
it appears in the Bill would give the
Judge discretion instead of saying that
he shall decduct all the costs previously
incurred. The words are, “and may
deduct therefrom.” that is to say, the
Court in its judgment could say what part
of the costs should be paid by o worker
under the proposed “\et. Now | have
mentioned the question of disesses, and
it iz proposed in this Bill to extend the
provisions of the Workers’ Coinpensation
Act to cases where the worker becomes
disabled from a diseaze which he con-
tracts in the course of his employment.
These provisions also are taken from the
English Act. and the principle is in appli-
cation in other parts of the workl. T du
not propose to make any lengthy obser-
vations as to the danger or extent of
these diseases, nor is it my intention
to prove cases where disease vecurs
amongst the workers. But T want to
draw the attention of the House to the
fact that the provision here relates par-
ticularly to mining. The description of
disease given in the schedulr relates ex-
clusively to mining. The terms have
been obtained by me from Dr. Cleland
lately a Government officer in the State.
He gave me considerable assistance in
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finding out what the diseases are to
which the miners are subject ; and I be-
lieve I shall have the assistance of some
hon. members in describing the diseases
to which miners are liable, and the exist-
ence of these diseases among the com-
munity generally. There are safeguards
in these clauses which operate against
malingering, but I think these may be
better dealt with in Committee than in
a general speech on the second reading of
the Bill. In the second last clause
of the Bill there are several amendments
made to what is described as the schedule
in the original measure. The first is in
regard to the time from which compen-
sation is to date. Under our present
law, there is no coropensation payable
to & worker for his injuries during the
first 14 days after the accident, or after
the damages have been incurred. In
England that period was reduced to one
weel ; and in the course of argument there
no logical reason could be suggested why
there should be any limit at all. Decause
if the principle of the measure be good,
then it ought to apply from the very
time at which the accident occurs. That
is to say, irom the time when the worker
was first unable to provide for himself
and his family, when he was unable to
earn any reward. And even under the
Bill, he would only receive halM.rate of
wages, and that would be little enough.
Under our present Act the 14 days’ stipu-
lation works considerable hardship, #nd the
difference in cost to the employer in the
matter of insurance would be very slight.
It is proposed, therefore, to strike out
the 14 days provision, and the result will
be that the payment will date from the
date of the nccident. With regard to
the weekly earnings, considerable diffi-
culty has arigen in the determination of
what, in applying the Act, are the weekly
earnings of the worker. During last
session we passed a short measure which
extended the provisions of the Act to
lwmpers and workers in & similar capacity.
There seems to me to be no reason why
the same principle should not extend to
all classes, inasmuch as very great hard-
ship has occurred in this connection, and a
great deal of expense and litigation has
been involved. I might point out this
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as an example: a man who is earning,
say, £3 a weelc, might leave ane employer,
be out of work for a week, and go to work
for another employer on the {ollowing
Monday morning. He only works a
couple of hours when he meets with an
accident. Under these circumstances, he
has only earned 3s. or 4s., and the result
is, that aceording to the Act he is only
entitled to compensation at the rate of
2s. or 3s. per week. That was held to be
the case with regard to lampers and other
employees. We have remedied this, as
far as lumpers are coneerned, and I think
we might well remedy it in regard to all.
There is another clause which has becn
inserted for the purpose of removing an
anomaly existing at present, and which
I think ought to cormmend itself, not
only to the worker but to the employer
also. I refer to the case of a person who
has been partially incapacitated by injury
and who, thinking he is well again,
attempts to resume work, but soon finds
that he cannot do it Tn some cases that
has been taken as an indication that he is
no longer entitled to compensation, be-
cause he has implied by his own act that
he is in a ft state to go to work. It may
be that he feels well enough to go to work,
but that when he takes on his task he
finds that after all he is not equal to it.
It is provided here that when such a
man attempts to work and finds he cannot
work, he should not be deprived of his
compensation.

The Premier : How long a period would
you give him after the time that he con-
siders he is fit ?

Mr. HUDSON : He should not he de-
prived, at any rate, of the continuance of
his compensation pay. He should he
entitled to be paid for the time he is in-
capacitated from work. It is a matter
for medical examination ; it is a matter
of proof entirely.

Mr. Draper: Secticn 3 of the old "Act
contradicts your schedule. -

Mr. HUDSON : Oh, no. -

Mr. Draper: You do not propose to
amend Section 5?7

Mr HUDSON : Yes. I have struck it
out altogether. I have dealt with it in
that way. At any rate, the only other
point in the Bill with which T wish to deal
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now jis in regard 1o the payment of a
lurap sum as compensation. In the
sciredule of the present Aet the employer
has the privilege of applying 1o the Court
to have a lump sum fixed which he may
pry into Court, or to the injured person,
and so relieve himself of further respon.
sibility. Under the clause | have insert-
ed in the Bill, the same opportunity will
be piven to the employec after a certain
period. of making a similar application
to the Court to have a lump sum fixed
which may be paid to him. There are
suine cases where there is serious pep-
munent injury and where the man may
bhave & family, where the half- wage would
be of little service, whereas if the man
were in a position to have a lump sum
paid to him as compensation he might
apply it to purchasing n small business, or
to entering some walk of life by which he
would earn a little better income than he
would otherwise receive. and which would
be permenent for him, and not ending at
the fixed period on the expiration of the
£300. There are many ceses within my
knowledge where men have been injured.
particularly in mines, where operations
have been necessary. In one case 2 man
wag getting only 30s. a week, just barely
enough to keep him. so that he had
nothing with which to pay the doctor ;
but if he had been under this provision
he might have applied to the Court and
gov a Jump sum fixed which would have
been peid to him, and which he might
have used perhaps to place himself in the
position of being able to get a livelihood.
T commend the provisions of this Bill to
the House, and trust thet the (iovern.
ment will give every opportunity for the
full consideration of these proposals,
and that the Bill will be passed through
the House during the present session. T
move—

That the Bill be now read a sccond time.

On motion by the Attorney General,
debate adjourned.

BILL—LICENSED SURVEYORS.
N COMMITTEE.
Mr. Daglish in the Chair ; the Premier
in charge of the Rill.
Clauses 1, 2, 3—agreed to.

Clause 4—Constitution of board :

Mr. BATH : The hoard was to be re-
constituted and would consist of the
Surveyor General and five other mem-
bers. Would the Premier give the con-
stitution of the board, and say whether
it was intended to make any change in
the near future ? -

The PREMIER : The board would be
on the same lines as that which existed.
The Surveyvor General, by virtue of his
position, was an ex officio member, Mr.
Brockman, the Chief Inspecting Surveyor,
anc JMr. Hardy, & survever in private
practice, were also members of the board.
Off-hand he ¢ould not mention the others,
but they were all surveyors with the ex.
ception of the (iovernment Astronomer,
who was also A member of the board.

Mr. BATH : There was necezity for a
change in this method of constituting
boards similar to this, where members of
the profession were appointed as hoards
to determine whether cendidates should
be admitted to professions: because in
doing so we were providing too favourable
an opportunity for members of these
hoards to exercise a restrictive influence
in the interests of those already engaged
in their professions, and would probably
give them the opportunity for imposing
difficultics in the way of deserving can-
didates seekingz adimittance to the pro-
fessions. In other directions the con-
stitution of such authorities acted in 8
restrictive way, making the professions
close professions. He had no practical
suggestion to offer, but some other ineana
should be adopted in this regard. Cer-
tainly the measure proposed that one
certificate would cover work in the Tands
Department, the transfer of land, and
in the Mines Department. The Kal-
goorlie School of Mines acted as an ex-
amining authority : and in the abhsence
of & university which might give diplomas,
that institution could be well entrusted
with the task of examining candidates
and issuing certificates of campetency.
which would be hetter than having a
board constituted of those already mem-
bers of the profession, who were likely to
lock with jealous eyes on applicants seek-
ing admission to the profession.
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The PREMIER : The suggestion would
only apply so far as the elementary sub-
jects were concerned. The papers were set
by the bourd, and there was the same ex-
amination throughout the various States.
In addition to the necessary educational
test, it was essential for candidates to
have at least two yeers’ practical ex-
perience in the field. so that while the
Kalgoorlie School of Mines might be of
value in enabling students to acquire an
elementary knowledge of surveying, until
the student had an opportunity of serving
with a practical surveyor the educational
part of his training could only be looked
upon as elomentary. Tt was unsual with
the Surveyors’ Board, as with the Barris-
ters’ Board, and the Medical Board, to
appoint. members of the profession ; and
when all was said and dene, the board
was simply an examining body to control
examinations. It was provided in the
snggested regulations covering examina-
tions that any candidate securing 60 per
cent. of the maximum marks should be
entitled to be remistered as a surveyor ;
and that registration carried the title to
practice under the Lands Act. the Trans-
fer of Lands Act, and the Mining Act so
far as surface surveys were concerned.
In each other State the board was appoint-
ed the same way, except that in Queens-
land the chartered institute of surveyors
nominated two members to the board.
He had intended to include a similar
provision in this Biil ; but as there was
no institute in existence in the State, the
clause he thought could very well stand
as drafted, and in the event of an institute
being established, a slight amendment
might be made in the direction of adopt-
ing the Queensland system.

Clause passed.

Clause H5—agreed to.

Clause 6—=Secretary and other officers :

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : What fees would
be paid to the board ?

The PREMIER: The total expen-
diture would be £50, including the
salary to the secretary, Mr. Morris. The
fee paid to members of the board was
nominal, he thought not more then
three guineas or four guineas a year.

Clause passcd.

Clauses 7 to l4—agreed to.
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Clause 15—Existing licensed surveyors
may apply to be registered :

Mr. BATH : If the clause passed as
printed, hardship would probably be
inflicted. A surveyor might be in any
part of the State, might be in IKimberley,
or near the South Australian border,
or might be pursuing his profession
in one of the other States; but if he
did not apply within seven months
from next January to be registered,
under this measure he would be deprived
of his license and prevented from iol-
lowing his profession. The Premier
should look into this matter, and perhaps
suggest some slight amendment which
would be less drastic.

The PREMIER : The objection at
present was that there were many names
on the register of surveyors of men who
were not in the State now, and there
was no proof that they were even living
in Australia, or that they were not dead.
Possibly  the period mentioned was
rather short, and he would he prepared
to accept an amendment to increase
the time. It was certainly necessary
that the registrar should he satisfied
that those on the register as licensed
surveyors were in Australia. The idea
of the board was that by insisting on
registration, and by making the necessary
proviso that the notice be sent to the
last known place of aboede. no hardship
would be incurred.

Mr. Walker: 7The measure is a new
one, so the period might well be mnade
12 months.

The PREMIER : The suggestion met
with his approval, and he was quite
willing to make the period 12 months.

Mr. BATH : 1t would be hetter to
provide that if instances arcose where
surveyors did not receive notice and
were thus unable to apply in the neces-
sary time, the board should be authorised
to consider their case, so that they would
not be deprived of registration. Tt
was unnecessary for the Premier to
draft the resolution now. but the question
could be talked over. the old members
of the board could be consulted, and
later on the Bill might be recommitted
and the smendment inserted.
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The PREMIER : An  amendment
which would probably meet the wishes
of members was that the period should
be made 12 months, and that persons
who could show due cause why they had
been unable to comply with the notice
should be entitled to be registered. Such
an amendment could be drafted later on.

Clause passed.

Clauses 16 and 17—agreed to.

Clause 18— Plan and field notes to be
approved by Survevor tieneral:
The PREMIER moved an amendment—
That in line 4 the worda “ in receive
be struck out.

Amendment passed ; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 19— Surveyors to correct
errors ab their own P.\']')C"l'l.‘ie H
The PREMIER moved an amend-

menft—
That in line 8, of Subcluuse 2. the
word ** three” be struck out and ** two >’
inserted n leu.

The object of the subclause was to
provide thai surveyors should be com-
pelled to correct errors at their own
expense, provided the request was made
within three years from the date of the
lodgment of the plan. [t was thought,
however, that the period of three years
was too great, so it was proposed to
reduce the term tu two years. Tt might
happen that if the longer period were
adopted it would cost & surteyor as
muoch to make the corrections ns the
fee he received originaily for making
the plan.

Amendment put and passed :
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 20— Surveyor not to be inter-
ested : .

Mr. ANGWIX: The clause made it
unlawful for a licensed surveyor. cither
directly or indirectly., to acquire any
interest in any land open for selection,
if he had been or was concerned in the
survey thereof. There had been cases
in the past where surveyors, by making
known to their friends the guality of the
land that would be available at an early
date, had made it almost impossible
for other people to get a chance of
acquiring the good lands. the friends of

the
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the surveyor having been able to put
in applications ahead of the general
public. Tt had been said that some
surveyors had made a practice of char-
ging a percentage for giving such infor-
mation. The public should be protected
in a matter of that kind. A man had
asked him & few days ago whether it
was right that he shonld pay a com-
mission to a certain surveyor for infor-
mation as to land, and the informant
stated that this had bheen done by
someone else in the district,

The Premier: Was he a contract
sarveyor or a salaried officer ?

Mr. ANCWIN: Apparently it was a
contract surveyor. But whether it was
a contract surveyor or a salaried officer
it did not youch matter. Some of these
men had made a permanent addition to
their income by giving special information
to favoured persons as to certain blocks
of land. The Premier should Jook into
the matter with the view of stopping
that sort of thing in the future.

The PREMIER : It was rather hard
to deal with a question like that unless
specific instances were enumerated. The
clause was inserted to make a greater
safeguard than existed previously. As
a rule we were to be congratulated that
so far as surveyors were concerned,
there had never been instances, to his
knowledge, of men having taken advan-
tage of the knowledge they had gained
as to the quality of the land, etcctera.

Mr. Angwin: I know of cases myself.

The PREMIER : It would be very
difficult if a surveyor was asked by a
man to put him on to good land in a
certain district and he were not able
to do so. Tt would be unwise to bar a
surveyor from giving information of that
kind. There were certain instances where
people were sent to contract surveyors
for this information. They camped with
the surveyor, used his horses, and had
the services probably of one of his men,
and surely, in a case of that sort, it
would not bhe fair that the surveyor
should be put to the expense without
being recuperated for it.

Mr. Angwin: What about the man
waiting for that land to be thrown open ?
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The PREMIER : It was hard to follow
the hon. member. So far as notifications
of land being thrown open were concerned
they were advertised in the (orernment
Guzelle 8 certain titne before the land
was thrown open for seleetion, so that
everyone had an opportunity to apply.
Tt imore than one application were received
for one block they were dealt with by
the Simultaneous Applications Board.
If the member could bring under his
notice any instance where a surveyor
had received fees for giving information
which  he shouid have reserved ex-
clusively for the Department, the case
would be thoroughly looked into.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Tt certainly
would be difficult to prevent surveyors
from giving information, and it was
doubtful whether it would be a wise
course to stop them. All information
with regard to State lands should be
disseminated as freely as possible. The
finael two lines of the clause should be
deleted. They set out that a surveyor
could not become interested in the land
unless he obtained the permission of
the Governor to do so. The proviso
with regard to permission should be
deleted from the clause. Tn other Acts
he had frequently ohjected to a similar
proviso, and had said that too much
power was given to the Ministers. It
would be sufficient if the first portion of
the clause were adopted.

- The Premier : Then you would never
allow a surveyor to acquire lend.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The surveyor
would be able to take up land which
had been surveyed by other men. The
clause provided that the surveyor should
not take up land he had surveyed himself,
and the final words were ‘‘ unless before
acquiring such interest he obtains the
permission of the Governor to do so.”
These concluding words might be taken
out of the clause.

The PREMIER : Tn the hon. member’s
own district there was only one licensed
surveyor north of Roebourne, Mr. Riches,
who was the present Warden. Ti the
hon. member’s suggestion were adopted
it would mean, so far as that officer was
personally concerned, he would never
be able to survey a pastoral lease or
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take an interesbzi.niany land whatever,
because of the fact that he was the enly
licensed surveyor in that district.

Mr. WALKER: For his own part
he could not see the justice of the clause,
Our land laws prevented the holding of
land over a certain ares in extent, and
a surveyor was entitled to become a
settler just 0s mach as any other man
in the country.

Mr. Angwin: They might dummy.

Mr. WALKER : The clause as it stood
would prevent dummying. From the
sample of surveyors we had in the
country, commencing from Sir John For-
rest and going on to the present Premier,
one could not but say that they were
desirable eitizens, and they should not
be prevented from taking up land if they
wanted to become settlers. Like every-
one else they could only get a certain
area from the Crown, and supposing
they pot that from their own survey,
they could not get more. We were
endeavouring to settle people on the
land, so why should not a surveyor have
as much chance as anyone else of taking
ap an ares? There were regulations
in existence preventing railway men
from going on the land, and in his
opinion that was unjust. A man because
he was a civil servant was none the less
a citizen. It wouald be an imputution
against the honesty of surveyors to
have a clause like the one under dis-
cussion in an Act of Parliament. 1t
was a supposition that we could not
trust & surveyor to go out without fear’
that he was going to rob the country.
There were no glaring instances at any
rate of any surveyor having abused the
power or confidence placed in him.
As far as he was concerned he approved
of surveyors, if they did get hold of a
good tract of country, letting the fact
be known either to their friends or any-
one, so that the country might be settled.
If we were going to prevent a surveyor
from speaking, why not prevent a neigh-
bour or the man nearest the spot from
speaking about the land also? We
should give to all equal privileges and
equal rights.

Mr. UNDERWQOOD: As far as he
could read the clause it would apply,
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almost exclusively. to land which had
heen surveyed before selection. It said
that a surveyor could not have an interest
in any land which he had surveyed. That
would not prevent Mr. Riches, for
instance, taking up land which he had
not surveyed. Pastoral country was
only surveyed after it had been applied
for, and sometimes a long time after-
wards. If the clause meant anything
it meant that a surveyor could not take
up land on the survey of which he
had been employed, and if a block
of land was surveyed before selection
he vould not acquire an interest in it.
The clause, therefore was worth retaining
because a sarveyor would undoubtedly
have the opportunity which would be
superior to that of anyone else in the
State of selecting a block of land in a
particular area. In surveying it he
could survey a block just to suit himsell.
Surveyors, hc admitted were a worthy
body of men who were entitled to every
privilege of eitizenship.

Clause pass>d.

Clauses 21, 22, 23—agreed to.

Cianse 2§—~—Board may sue and be
sued :

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN : Tt was his desire
to get a little more information about
this ciause and the following clause.
His desire was to know, if a surveyvor
who considered that he had been harshly
treated by the board by having his
name erased from the register, proceeded
to litigation to recover his rights, what
position would the board be in with
regard to funds ? Where were the funds
to come from? He had listened to
the remarks of the Minister when intro-
ducing the measure, but it had not been
made clear what funds were likely to be
possessed by the board and where they
were to come from.

The PREMIER : The board would not
have any funds. The fees for registration
would be paid into the Consolidated
Revenue, and in the event of an action
the Clovernment would consider whether
thery would be justifed in "asking the
assistance of the Crown Law Authorities
to defend or prosecute as the case might
be.

Clause passed.

[\v]
ol
—r

Clauscs 25 to 30—agreed tu,

First Schedule :

The PREMIER. moved an asmendment
that in the third column, after 17,
the words, “and in Section 166 the
words ‘and the survey shalli be per-
formed in all other respeets as thercin
directec, and the map shall be de-
clared to be accurate by a statutory
declaration, in the form of Schedule 27 of
this Act. of a licensed surveyor.' be
inserted.

Scheduale 27."

The - emendmont wounld provide for
the declaration the Leader of the Op.
position referred tu the other night.
Amendment passed : the schedule
as amended agreed to.
Second and third Schedules
to.
Bill reported with amendrents.

agreed

House adjourned ot 100 p.m.

Legisiative Elssembly,
Thursduy, Hh September, 1509,

PadE
Papers presented . 252
Questions ; Furniture for Gavernent Institutions 252
Abattoirs at Kalgoorlie .. . 252
State Batteries. Erection . .. .. 1252
Miners’ Phthisis at Day Dawn’ 252
Goalb Straying Nuisance . 252
Campantes Act Administration 252
Mining Development, Expenditure 252
Return : Machinery Permits 253
Billa : Mines Regulation Act Amendmenl 1. .. 233
Mining Development Act Amendment ik, .. 253
Ficensed Surveyors, Remmmnul 263
Sen Carriage of {iols, Com. i .. 253
Abattaire, 2R, .. .. .. 2558
Qpium Smukm" Prohibnlon, 2. . .. 280
Metropolitan W ater Supply, ‘ue\hem"u, and
Drainsge, 2F. .- .. 282
Vaccination Act Amcndment Com. .. 268
Billa of 3ale Act Amendmem 2h., com 268
Redemption of Annuilies, 2RB. 268
Public Education Endowment, 2&. 260
Legal Practitioners Act Amendment, Com. .. 270
Workers' Compensailon Act Amendment o]
postponed .. 275
Motion : Immigration system to |nqu1re 275
The Speaker took the (“hair at 43¢

p.m., and read pravers.



